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4MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING,
HELD JANUARY 24, 1911
The Society held its annual meeting at the University Olub
at 8 P. :M., January 24, 1911, the President, Rev. W. D. West-
ervelt, in the chair.
The following were then elected officers of the society for
the ensuing year:
President REV. vV. D. WESTERVELT
First Vice-President HON. GEORGE R. OARTER
Second Vice-President. PROF. W. D. ALEXANDER
Third Vice-President. HON. A. F. JUDD
.Treasurer MR. A. LEWIS, JR.
Recording Secretary PROF. EDGAR VVOOD
Corresponding Secretary PROF. H. M. BALLOU
Librarian MISS E. 1. ALLYN
Trustee, Library of Hawaii MR. A. LEWIS, JR.
The Board of Managers includ'e the above and Mr. W. R.
Oastle, Mr. Alfred W. Oarter and Dr. N. B. Emerson.
Article eight of the Oonstitution was amended as follows:
that three committees of five members each (including two
membel's of the board of :M:anagers) be appointed by the Pres-
ident on the Library, on Membership and on Program and
Printing.
Article three, section one,of the Oonstitution was amended
as follows: that the initiation fee be one dollar, and that here-
after the membership dues be two dollars.
The Trustee of the Library of Hawaii to be appointed by
the Historical Society was made a member of the Board of
:Managers by the Society.
The following papers were read: "Transpacific Oable," by
Prof. W. D. Alexander, "Building the Old .Mission House," by
Prof. H. M. Ballou, and "Historical Places," by Rev. W. D.
Westervelt.
It was moved by Prof. Ballou, seconded by Prof. Alexander,
and passed, that the publications of the Society be offered for
sale at a price to be determined by the Library Oommittee,
members of the Society being privileged to purchase at half
prIce.
EDGAR WOOD,
Recording Secretary.
5TREASURER'S REPORT
Your Treasurer in submitting his report for the year 1910,
begs leave to state that the Society, owing to expense of moving,
taken together with decreas..e of revenue from the sale of books,
has not only failed to place any money to the credit of the
capital account, but has withdrawn from· the Savings Bank
the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00.) Recommendation
is made that the dues of the Society be raised to two dollars
($2.00) a year for the purpose of making needed expenditures
for the preservation of the books and papers of the Society.
Also that ways and means be devised for creating a surplus
fund upon which to draw for extraordinary expenditure and
for the expansion of the library and work of the Society when
it shall occupy its rooms in the new Library of Hawaii.
HAWAllAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 1910.
Receipts.
Balance from last year $ 52.57
Interest on McBryde Sugar Co. Bonds 120.00
Sale of books, reports and papers..... 30.75
From membership dues .... :....................... 145.00
Drew from Savings Bank account 100.00 $448.32
Disbursements
Paid for notices of annual meeting $ 7.70
.. printing 500 copies of the annual report. .
" Postal cards and postage ..
u making 2 book cases ..
ce collecting dues ..
U working incident to moving ..
" books : ..
U services of the Librarian ..
" one unit of Book case ..
U rent May-December ..
U janitor 12 months ..
,e Stationery . . .
" copying Chamberlain : ..
70.50
8.80
45.00
3.20
37.50
4.35
100.00
2.50
95.00
18.00
2.15
12.10
$406.80
Balance to new account (being in bank)............ 41. 52 $448.32
Respectfully submitted,
Amount of balance in Savings Bank $377.09.
A. LEWIS, JR.
Treasurer.
6LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
Conditions have not been favorable during the past year
for carrying forward the work partly completed by the Libra-
rian. In April the removal of the Library of the Society was
made necessary by the change of location of the Honolulu
Library. The room in which the Society is at present quart-
ered is not so easily accessible, and not so comfortable to work
in as the former location; but this is more than compensated
by the better protection secured for the books, as the room is
dry, comparatively free from dust, and is fire-proof. Until the
completion of the new library the books perhaps could not be
more safely housed.
Aside from the reports and publications received from other
Societies, there were only three accessions to the library. We
were able to secure a bound copy of the last publicatiQn of the
Bishop :Museum, "The Volcanoes of Kilauea and :Mauna Loa
on the Island of Hawaii" 1909, by Wm. T. Brigham.
Prof. Alexander procured for the society a recent work on
"The Maoris of New Zealand" 1910, by James Cowan, a book
which embodies the results of :Mr. Cowan's observations made
during a life-long intimacy with the Maori people, in which
he has brought together the results of his labor in "collecting,
translating and interpreting the history, traditions, folk-lore,
and poetry of the race."
Another most interesting piece of work has been done by
Rev. W. D. Westervelt, the President of our Society, who has
just published and placed in the library a volume of the le-
gends of Maui, a demigod of Polynesia and his mother Hina
under the title "Ma-ui, a Demigod"-a comparative study of
the legends of Polynesia as well as those of Hawaii.
The membership of the Society, which was 150 at the close
of last year, now numbers 144. One member has resigned,
there have been three deaths, and two names have been dropped.
Two additional book cases for large folio volumes have been
made, suitable for receiving the files of old papers as soon
as they shall be ready. The preservation of this material seems
to be the work at present that most demands attention.
Respectfully submitted,
EDNA 1. ALLYN,
December 31, 1910. Libmrian.
7THIS AGREEMENT, made this 16th day of November,
1909, by and between the HAWAllAN HISTORICAL SO-
CIETY and the TRUSTEES OF THE LIBRARY OF HA.-
WAIl, WITNESSETH THAT:
1. The said Society in considp.ration of the agreement of
said Trustees hereinafter set forth and upon the appointment by
the Governor of a nominee of the Hawaiian Historical Socies:j'
as one of the Trustees of the Library of Hawaii, hereby agrees
that upon the erection of a suitable, fireproof library buil'1ing
for said Library of Hawaii at a cost of not less than One Hun-
dred Thousand Dolll).rs, it will, upon and subject to the res-
trictions and conditions hereinafter named, loan to the TrU!~­
tees for the use of said Library all the books, periodicals, in-
dexes and other property comprising its library, not however
including more than two copies each of the publications of the
Society, and pay over to said Trustees for the use and main-
tenance of said Library of Hawaii such a portion of the net
interest, rents, incomes and profits from time to time received
from its invested funds and other sources, as may be annually set
apart by it specifically for the use and maintenance of its libra-
ry, and not from funds set apart for the purpose of historical
research, the preparation and printing and publishing of the
Society's papers, books or pamphlets, and for the other pur-
poses of the Society, so long as said Library of Hawaii shall
be maintained as provided in ·Act 83 of the Session Laws of
1909 of Hawaii.
2. The said Trustees, in consideration of the agreement
of said Society' hereinabove set forth, hereby agree as such
Trustees and in pursuance of the authority vested in them by
said Act 83, that all books, periodicals and other property so
loaned, and all interest, rents, income and profits so paid over
shall be faithfully cared for and used for the benefit of said Lib-
rary' of Hawaii and the increase of its facilities and use in ac-
cordance with the provisions of said Act 83; and also that said
books, periodicals and other property so loaned by said Society
shall be kept as a separate department of the Library of Hawaii
under the name of the Hawaiian Historical Society Library
and in a separate room in such library building, exclusively for
the use of the property of the Society and the furnishing, with
doors that may be secured, properly fastened and locked, and
shall be used solely as a reference library and not as a circu-
lating library, and that no such book, periodical or other pro-
8perty so loaned shall be removed from such separate room ex-
cept under such regulations as may be made from time to time
by the Board of Managers of said Society, and said Board of
Managers may also make reasonable rules and regulations to
insure or secure the safety and proper handling of the said
property within said room; and that said room shall be pro-
vided with chairs, tables, lights, and other materials for the
exclusive use of the department known as the Hawaiian His-
torical Society Library, and that said room, whe~ not in actual
use, shall be kept locked at all times; that the said Trustees shall
within five (5) years after this' agreeme,nt takes effect, from
funds in their hands, whether contributed by the Society or
not, properly and suitably index, classify and catalogue all the
books, periodicals, indexes and other property by the Society
so loaned to the said Library of Hawaii, said indexes and cata-
logue to be separate and apart from any other index or cata-
logue of said Library of Hawaii which, or a duplicate of which,
shall be kept in the said room set apart for the use of said So-
ciety L~brary, and also that the interest, rents, income and
profits so paid over by said Society shall be used'solely for the
use and maintenance of the said Hawaiian Historical Society
Library.
3. The agreement herein provided for shall take effect on
July 1, 1910, or as soon thereafter as the said Library building
shall be ready for use and occupancy, and may be terminated
by either party hereto upon breach of the terms or conditions
to be observed or performed by the other party, or at any time
upon six months' written notice by either party to the other
and payment by such other party of such a sum of money as
shall represent all moneys expended by the Library of Hawaii
from its own funds (and not, however, including funds contri-
buted by the said Society) in consequence of this u""o-reement, or
as shall be expended by the said Society in the removal of its
property to and from said Library building, which said sum
shall be determined by the majority of the arbitrators appoint-
ed one by either party and the third by the two so appointed, and
in the event that the two arbitrators so chosen shall fail to agree
upon or appoint the third arbitrator within ten days after no-
tice of their appointment, said third arbitrator shall be appointed
by any judge of the Circuit Court of the First Judicial Circuit.
This agreement is made upon the express condition that
nothing herein contained shall prevent or prejudice the right
9of the Society, and the right is hereby reserved to the Society
exclusively, to sell, exchange or otherwise dispose of the books,
pamphlets or any other part of the property by it loaned, free
and clear of any claim or right of the Library of Hawaii or its
Trustees, but the proceeds and books received from any such
sale, exchange or disposition shall be used solely for the benefit
of said Society Library; and also to prepare and publish and
control absolutely the disposition of its own publications; that
no limitation or restriction on the use .of said books and other
property of said Society shall be made by the Trustees without
the approval of the Board of Managers of the Society.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Hawaiian Historical So-
ciety has caused this agreement to be executed on its behalf by
its President and Recording Secretary thereunto duly author-
ized at a meeting of the Members of said Society, and the Trus-
tees of the Library of Hawaii have hereunto set their hands the
day and year first above written.
HAWAllAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
By ALFRED S. HARTWELL
Its President.
By A. LEWIS, JR.
Its Recording Secretary.
WM. L. WHITNEY,
Trustee of the Library of Hawaii.
F. C. ATHERTON,
Trustee of the Library of Hawaii.
W. H. BABBITT,
Trustee of the Library of Hawaii.
Approved:
W. F. FREAR,
Governor of Hawaii.
An Early Polynesian
Hawaiian
Settlement on the
Islands
BY S. PERCY SMITH, F. R. G. S.
(Read at the Spring Meeting, May 25,1911.)
It seems passing strange that we, on the extreme southern
verge of Polynesia, should be able to tell Hawaiians, who
dwell on the northern verge, something of their ancient history.
But such is the case; and as I have recently come across some
information that will no doubt be of interest to the Hawaiian
Historical Society, I hasten to communicate it.
In the first place, it is necessary to explain that the Maori
of the New' Zealand branch of the Polynesian race has always
had, from the remotest dates to which we can trace them, an
institution that while not being, strictly speaking, peculiar to
them, ap'pears to have reached its highest development among
them. That institution is the Whare-wananga, or, as it is
sometimes .called, the \Vhare-kura, or Whare-maire; and it is
neither more nor less than a College of learning, in which the
ablest and brightest of the high-class youths were taught the
history, sacerdotal rites, religion, the art of war, agriculture,
navigation, &c., in short, all that tended to educate the youths in
the accompl.ishments that go towards making a chief or a priest,
in the highest sense according to the Polynesian ideal.
The teachers in these colleges were men of the highest class,
who themselves had gone through the vigorous course of instruc-
tion laid down by their laws, and who were usually, if not al-
ways, the priests whose functions were in constant demand in
the daily life. These colleges seem to have existed from the
very earliest times, and the succession of them under known
names is retained in the traditions of many tribes; for the in-
stitution was tribal, or sometimes common to a few closely
connected tribes. Even the names of the most distinguished
teachers in these colleges are known by tradition, right down
to the middle of the nineteenth century, when the institution
fell into abeyance.
Now the migrations and voyages of which this paper treats,
were part of the historical subjects taught in the colleges be-
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longing especially to the tribes which occupy the east coast of
New Zealand, from the East Cape to the extreme south of the
South Island, a series of related tribes who sprang from com-
mon ancestors in the dim past, and who migrated to New Zeal-
and at various dates between the twelfth and fourteenth cen-
turies, bringing with them their sacred institutions.
Not the least of these were some of the priests of the Whare-
wananga, who were in charge of the histories of the former
movements of the people in their devious course across the
Pacific from Indonesia. These histories were sacred and pre-
served with religious care, and were passed on from generation
to generation through the teachings of the Colleges.
It is from the last of the priests, of the last of the Colleges,
that the following account was obtained. This man was named
Te 1fatoro-hanga, and died in 1884 at a great age. But luckily
for posterity, he had dictated a large amount of matter to a
young and intelligent chief, who carefully wrote it down at
the time, (in 1856-62), and it has become available for use, ow-
ing to the enlightenment due to civilization, which has put an
end to the exclusiveness with which this sacred history was
formerly guarded. The Polynesian Society now possesses copies
of these valuable volumes, and from them the following nar-
rative is compiled.
It has been deemed necessary to make these" few preliminary
remarks in order that a judgment may be formed as to the weight
to be given to the story. It is with a particular branch of the
Polynesian people that these remarks will deal; and it would
appear that this branch was a distinct and separate migration,
which left the Fatherland subsequently to any others that had
previously passed on to the east and southeast on their way to
Fiji, Samoa and Tahiti. These migrations have been dealt
with in the book "Hawaiki."
Here we are concerned with a migration that took place in
a different direction from those previous ones, and finally land-
ed them on the shore of Oahu.
The commencement of the story shows the people to have
been living in a country, the general name of which was Ha.-
waiki nui 01" Great Hawaiki, which can be shown to have been
a continent rather than an island. In this mainland were places
named Kura-nui, hihia, and Uru, the last of which was situated
far to the north-west of Irihia. Just here we may point out
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what may be nothing more than a coincidence in names. It
will be remembered that Fornander suggested that the name
Ulu-nui found in Hawaiian tradition, may be connected with
Ur of the Chaldeans as described in Holy Writ. The name
Ulu in IDu-nui is of eourse identical with :Maori Uru; and more-
over Maspero, the eminent Egyptologist and Assyriologist, states
that Ur of Holy Writ is, according to the cuneiform texts, pro-
perly spelt Uru, and this is identical with the Maori name of a
country lying to the north-west of their ancestral home, "hich
to the writer appears to be India.
The narrative with which we are dealing states that in that
land of Hawaiki-nui was situated the great temple named
vVhare-Kura, presided over by the god Rongo-marae-roa, who
was the god to whom all food-plants that are cultivated by man
are due, such as the lcumara,l taro, 2 the arai,3 the hue,4 the ko-
TaU, 5 and all other food plants. The arai, or arai-toto-lcore was es-
pecially an offering to the gods, 6 because it was bloodless, and
also because it would keep good for very long periods. It was
this food that was used by the various migrations that came
away from IIawaiki-nui to the East, to the many lands and is-
lands that they called at, especially in the three great migrations
that directed the bows of their canoes to the East. Now the
name of that Great Hawaiki was carried along with the migra-
tions, and was given to several other countries they dwelt in,
the last being that particular Hawaiki (Tahiti), from which
Tamatea-ariki-nui came to New Zealand. They gave these
names in remembrance of their original home, and to serve
as a reminder of it.
The food used in the early migrations from Hawaiki-nui ane
Irihia was taro and kumara-kao (sun-dried 7cumara); but the
most important food of all according to what has been handed
down by our ancestors, was the arai-toto-7core which could be
eaten raw at sea; while the water was preserved in bags made
of sea weed, and dry wood was carried' to use as the 7caunoti;
to generate £re.
1 Kumara, Hawaiian Uala, Ipomoea batatas.
2 Taro, Colocasia antiquorum.
n Arai, see above. Arai-nano in Mangareva Island is the Pandanus.
4 Hue, the bottle gourd, Lagenaria vulgaris.
5 Korau, a kind of wild turnip.
6 Compare this statement with the well known fact that rice is the
common offering to the gods in India.
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On my asking the scribe who wrote out those papers in
)IaOl'i and who is a very intelligent man, what he supposed the
ami to be, he replied neither he nor the old men before him
knew what it was except that it was a small seed, the name of
which had been handed down in the whare-wananga. "But,"
said my friend, "when our fathers for the first time saw the
rice brought here by Europeans, they exclaimed: ',Vhy this
agrees exactly with the description of the ami that served as
food on the voyages of our ancestors.'" If We take this story
in connexion with the Rarotongan traditional knowledge of
rice under its well known name of va1·i (hence paddy), W/3 may
conclude, I think, that the Maoris also knew of rice formerly.
"Now in those ancient days there lived at Kura-nui in 1ri-
hia, (Tawhiti-pa-mamao and Te Hono-i-wairua being in the same
land,) a chief named Ngana-te-ariki, who was a great chief of
that country; but he came originally from the land of Uru, at a
great distance from 1rihia. He was the leader of a large party
who came to Kura-nui and dwelt there. Here he married the
lady Tangi-te-ruru, who was chieftainess (or queen) of Kura-
nui, and their offspring were: 1. Atia-nui-ariki, 2. Tipua-
Hawaiki, 3. Kahu-kura-Rongomai, 4. Kopu-tauaki, and by her
second husband, Tangi-te-ruru had, 5. Pukupuku, 6. Te Rangi-
taku-ariki.
After dwelling together a long time in peace, there arose
serious quarrels between the two peoples, due to the arrogance
of Kopu-tauaki, the fourth son of Ngana, which ended in a great
war which is called "Hui-te-rangiora," and during the course
of which over fifty high chiefs were killed besides many of the
common people. :rgana-te-ariki met his death in this war.
Sub equently to the death of Ngana at the hands of the Turehu7
people of Irihia, his widow, Tangi-te-ruru, married the younger
brother of Ngana, and by him had the two children named
above.
Atia-nui-ariki, her eldest son, married a woman named
Ania-riki, a high chieftainess from another people of the land
of Uru, and they had three children, named
1. Hui-te-ran,giora,
2. Tu-te-rangi-atea,
3. Whenua-haere.
7Turehu means a light colored (sometimes white) people.
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"It was after these children had grown up, and at the end
of the wars called "Hui-te-rangiora," already alluded to, that
these people decided to migrate from Irihia and Kura-nui to
the lands lying to the east of that country." It is said that the
first canoe ever built by these people was named "Uruao," and
that in it Tama-rereti "explored all the known world," which
we may assume to have been most of the islands of Indonesia,
and from the information thus obtained, ·the migration that we
are dealing with were able to know where they were going.
Tama-rereti's canoe is now represented in the heavens by the
constellation of Scorpio, and this alone shows how ancient his
voyage must have been.
"So a fleet of seven canoes was built by these people, the
names of which were:
1. Tuahini-o-Atia,
2. Te Karearea,
3. Uru,
4. Kura-nui,
5. Te Mouna-taupuru.
"Two other names are lost. They were all large sea-going
canoes, built up by sewing boards together, with high top-sides.
Tangi-te-ruru, all her children, her grandchildren and a large
part of her people left in this migration, in consequence of the
wars in which her husband :N gana had been killed. This great
migration gave rise to the saying, which has come down through
our forefathers:
"Tawhana Kahu-kura i runga; ko Iiui-te-rangiora kei te
moana tero ai." "Kahu-kura forms an arch in the heavens,
while Hui-te-rangiora sails over the ocean." (Kahu-kura is the
rainbow god, sometimes called Uenuku.) "The migration went
on their way, and landed at an island named Tawhiti-roa."
Just here' seems to be the place to observe that this name
Tawhiti, (which is the Hawaiian Kahiki), has accompanied
the Polynesians in all their wanderings, from the far west as
far as Tahiti; it may be found on the south coast of the island
of Mani in Kahiki-nui. But the origin of it is very ancient;
we find it used as a name of the Fatherland as Tawhiti-pa-ma-
mao, and also applied to a sacred mountain in the Fatherland,
up which the spirits of the dead passed from a place at its base
named Te Hono-i-wairua, (The gathering place of the spiri ts),
in their ascent t6 the first, and subsequently to the twelfth
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heaven, called Te Toi-o-nga-rangi, the abode of the great and
supreme god-creater 10. It was here at its base that the spirits
separated; those who believed in the doctrine of 10 and in Rangi,
the sky-father, ascended above to the heavens, while those who,
according to the tradition, held more particularly to the belief
in Papa, the earth-mother, and also those whose actions in
life had been characterized by treachery, (the worst of sins
according to :Maori doctrine), descended from Te Hono-i-wai-
rua to Hades, called Te :Muri-wai-hou, (and by other names),
presided over by the gods Ru-wai-nuku, Whiro and others, who
in the rebellion of the gods, (about which there are interesting
traditions), were cast down to these nether regions. We may
notice in this belief how closely it follows that of the Sanscrit
speaking Aryans, whose sacred mountain was Kailasa, a most
interesting description of which is to be found in Sven Hedin's
recent travels in Thibet; and also we may trace the same belief
in the Zend-Avesta of the Persians, :Medes, &c., whose sacred
mountain was Haraiti.
The name Tawhiti is also to be found as Viti or Fiji, and
probably in Siti, a name for Java. But the particular Taw-
hiti-roa (Long Tahiti), to which the migration we are dealing
with arrived after leaving the Fatherland, is probably Sumatra,
of which Tawhiti-roa is possibly a descriptive name. We may
perhaps find some evidence of this in the account of the next
island which the migration visited. See infra.
How long it was that the migration remained in Tawhiti-
roa, we have at present no means of ascertaining; but it was
probably many generations, for the names of those who were
the leaders in the advance to Tawhiti-roa are no longer known
in the further eastward movelJlent, but are replaced by names
not before mentioned. :Morover the munber of people said to
have been killed in the great battle to be referred to directly
would seem to indicate a lengthened residence in Tawhiti-roa.
It is in the account of this battle that we first become acquainted
with the presence of a people differing from the Polynesians,
under the names Ngati-Kopeka and Ngati-Parauri, which are
used as descriptive names, the first meaning the "the tall thin
people," and the second "the dark or black people."
After dwelling some time in friendship with these strange
people, troubles commenced, ending in a very great battle which
is l'LIown to tradition as "Te Karihi-potae," which name was
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given to it to describe the incident that gave rise to the war.
The people were engaged in hauling the net on the coast, when
quarrels broke out regarding the fish, and then it was that our
Polynesians, seizing their opportunity, cast the net over their
opponents, and then killed them at their ease. That is the mean-
ing of the name. Then followed a great battle in which ac-
cording to the traditions an enormous number of people were
killed; indeed the story says that there were 500 arikis or chiefs
slain, and they used the dead bodies .of these and the other
people to make a wall of defence against their enemies during
the battle.
The result of it was that the numbers of the Ngati-Kopeka
and N gati-Parauri prevailed over the Polynesians, who were
thus obliged to flee from Tawhiti-roa to preserve their lives.
But in their defeat they had nevertheless been able to secure
a number of prisoners from the people of the land, whose des-
cendants they took with them in their subsequent migrations;
and indeed some of them were known by the tribal name of
N gati-Kopeka even as late as the twelfth century, when these
particular tribes migrated from Tahiti to New Zealand. No
doubt this people by that time had become amalgamated with
their masters, though the tribal name still held. Other bat-
tles fought at this period were named 'Vai-kumea, vVai-haro-
rangi, and Te :Matenga-o-te-tini-o-Pokaua, this last be1g also a
general name for the whole war, in which Pokaua IS that of
the principal arilci engaged, who was killed.
We have not at present the means of suggesting a probable
elate for these events, nothing more than this that the celebrated
Maui family were descendants of those who first left the Father-
land. The period of the :M:aui family is fairly well fixed by
Rarotongan and :M:aori genealogies as about 60 generations ago,
which converted into years by allowing four generations to a
century, carries us back to the beginning of the fifth century of
the Christian era, as the date at which they flourished, but
whether before or after the exodus from Tawhiti-roa, cannot
yet be settled. It will be noticed by those who are familiar with
the book "Hawaiki," that this period-the fifth century-agrees
fairly well with the date assigned to the exodus of the Polynes-
ians from Indonesia, as deduced from Rarotonga traditions,
and in a lesser degree with Fornander's dates.
. It must be remembered that Fornander uses 30 years for a
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generation instead of 25, which latter number was arrived at
after taking the consensus of opinion of Polynesian scholars,
missionaries, &c., and has been used throughout the publica-
tions of the Polynesian Society as a measure of dates.
To follow the further adventures of this particular migTa-
tion we must leave the history dictated by the old priest, Te
Matoro-hanga, and take up the narrative of another old priest,
whose story was dictated to an intelligent European in the year
1840, and which has luckily been preserved.
After referring to the above incidents, the old priest pro-
ceeded with his narrative, stating that there were seven canoes,
the names of some of which were, (three names being forgot-
ten) :
Ahu,
Tangi-haere-moana,
Pae-kohu,
Te 1I1:arama.
that came on from Tawhiti-roa (Long Tawhiti). The names
of the chiefs who led this migTation were Tawhito-rangi, Tu-
te-mahurangi, Tu-rongo-rau and Mahu-rangi; these were the
ariki or head chiefs. We give them here in the hope that some
of the names may be found in the HawaiiaI). genealogies. The
statement is made that they started away steering to the north-
east, in consequence of information which they had received
concerning other lands in that direction. This is an important
statement, but would lead us too far into the region of conjec-
ture to be discussed here. "And so these arikis and their people
departed and sailed away to the north-east until they discovered
land to which they gave the name of Tawhiti-nni (Great Taw-
hiti), on account of the great extent of the land. At this time
fear came upon the people, and they said: "Now indeed shall
we all be killed by the people of this land!" They then saw
opposite to them a great river, the mouth of which is on the
south-western sr:de of that land, and into this great river the
canoes entered, and paddled up it an immense distance, (ka
aua atu ki roto), which means a very long way, probably days,
or even weeks paddling. After a time Tawhito-rangi suggestecl
to the other ar'1~kis that they should build a pa or fortification
in order to secure an asylum for the women and children.
Though the people of the land are not mentioned, it is obvious
that they had come across them. The above proposal was not
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agreed to; but, coming in their up-river course to a pm:pendicu-
lar cliff overhanging the river with a cave in the face of it,
they decided to enlarge and fortify this place. It was named
To Kohurau. The narrative goes on to say that this descrip-
tion of pa was one that they had been accustomed to.
After dwelling in the cave, Te Kohurau, and in another
cave named Hni-whenua, which belonged to Taka-wairangi and
his people, for a long time, the people increased to such an extent
that they were enabled to forsake the caves and build pas in
the open lands.
Here our narrative breaks off with the statement that "In
the generation of Irapanga and his children, they migrated
from thence with all their people, in six canoes, and finally
made the island named Ahu, (Oahu), and from them descended
the inhabitants of :Maui, Hawaiki, and other islands in that
neighborhood."s
In other parts of these same documents we learn that Hawa-
iki (Hawaii) was first of all named :M:aui-nui, subsequently
changed, and that two other smaller islands off north and north-
west of :M:aui were then named :M:aui-pae, and :M:aui-taha. The
narrative goes on to say: "In the days of Uenuku-rangi and
Tane-here-po, a man named Hoere discovered that the spirits
of the dead departed from :M:aui-iti CMaui) and from :M:aui-nui
(Hawaii) over the ocean, singing and crying their farewells
to the living left behind, on their way to Irihia, to Te-hono-i-
wairua, (in the Fatherland). In consequence of this Uenuku-
rangi said: "Enough! Let 11S change the name of M:aui-nui
(Hawaii) to Hawaiki-rangi."
From oth81: parts of these narratives we here and there pick
np incidental references to the Hawaiian group, and amongst
them is this statement, that on leaving Tawhiti-nui (Great Taw-
hiti, not I_ong Tawhiti; it is necessary to remember the dis·
tinction), they steered north-east, because the strong wind was
favorable in that direction, until they came to land on AIm
(Oahu). This strong wind was no doubt the .south-west mon-
soon. Again we find a statement to the effect that in sailing
from Ahu to Hawaiki (Tahiti), the course is due south. As ~
matter of fact, it is S. 100 E. Further, this series of documents,
8 As to the identity of Ahu with Oahu, see Dr. Emerson's "Unwrit-
ten Literature of Hawaii," p. 190, also "Journal of the Polynesian S<>-
ciety," Vol. XIX, p. 141.
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from which I am now quoting, in referring to a great canoe
race that had momentous consequences in connexion with the
first settlement of New Zealand, states that it took place at Ha-
waii, but this is contradicted by other histories, from whieh it
is clear that the Hawaiki where the canoe race took place was
Tahiti, not Hawaii, although ·there were canoes from O-ahu,
:Maui and Hawaii there, ·which took part in the race. This was
about the middle of the twelfth century.
But to return on our steps for a while. Oan we decide where
Tawhiti-nui (Great Tawhiti) was with its great river? I have
already suggested that Tawhiti-roa (Long Tawhiti) is Suma-
tra. On the expulsion of the people from there "they went
north-east." . No doubt they would follow the coast of Sumatra
as far as practicable, and then strike out to sea to the north-east.
If so, then the land they would make would be the south-west
corner of Borneo, near Pontianak, where the great river Ka-
poeas falls into the sea, which river is, according to the maps,
navigable for 400 miles, and up which, it is suggested, the
fleet of canoes went when their crews discovered and occupied
the caves. It therefore seems probable, as all the conditions
fit in, that Borneo is Tawhiti-nui, (Great Tawhiti).
As to the further voyage of the canoes from Tawhiti-nui to
O-ahu, the south-west monsoon is said to have urged them to
take the direction of north-east. But here, it may be remarked
that the word marang·i, which has been translated north-east, is
equally used for east-north-east, and this is the direction of
Oahu from Borneo. Although no particulars of this part of
the voyage are given, a glance at the chart will show that the
canoes must have passed through the Oarolines, the Marshall
and the Radack groups, with land-falls every few days, until
on leaving the latter islands, they would have to cross about
2400 miles of open ocean, the total distance from Borneo to
Oahu being not far from 8700 miles. This great distance,
but with many stopping places on the way, was not
beyond the powers of the Polynesians. The .open sea part
without islands is only a few days longer than the voyage from
Hawaii to Tahiti; and 2400 miles is no longer than from Ta-
hiti to New Zealand, a voyage that has frequently been made
by the Polynesians.
It was said above that it was in the days of Irapanga that
the voyage to Ahu (Oahu) was made. Now, if this man's
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llallle can be fOlllhl in Ha,,-aiian genealogie::i, ,,-e shall have a
check on the only line I know of on which he is shown. In the
large table at the end of "Hawaiki" (3rd Edition) will be
found this ualJle at 47 generations back from the year 1900,
or in other \yords, he flourished about the year 725 A. D. It is
hardly safe to trust to one genealogy alone, and therefore we
can accept this date as only tentative. But it will be observed
that it differs only 75 years from the date fixed by Fornandel'
as that of the first settlement on the Hawaiian Islands; that is,
if his dates are computed on the basis of 25 rather than 30
years to a generation.
\Ye pass onward down through the centuries until we come
to the middle of the twelfth, when we find one of the descend-
ants of these people named Toi-te-huatahi, who was then living
in Tahiti. He was the first of the eastern Polynesians who set-
tled in New Zealand. About the year 1350 we find his des-
cendant, Tamatea-ariki-nui, also living in Tahiti; but he
headed a large expedition from there in the "Takitumu" and
"Horouta" canoes, and also settled in ~ ew Zealand. It is
stated of him that he was a chief of Oahu, of Tahiti, and many
other islands. But I understand that his name is not known
in Hawaii-probably he had another name by which he was
known there.
Such then is the record of an early settlement of Polyne-
sians on the Hawaiian Islands. On our first discovering these
narratives in the volumes now with the Polynesian Society, it
caused considerable amazement and doubt as to their authenti-
city; but it was soon seen that they were corroborated by the
matter dictated by more than one of the old priests, and that the
different parts fitted into one another. In an interview with the
scribe who wrote down this dictated matter, (a man now of
over seventy years of age), most careful inquiries were made as
to whether it was not possible that the names, &c., of the Ha-
waiian Islands had been introduced in modern times, after
the European' occupation of New Zealand, and after a conse-
quent h--nowledge of the isles of the Pacific had been imparted
to the ~faOl·is. But no! I foun<l that my friend, intelligent
and able man that he is, had not the slightest idea of whm'e
Aliu, Uaui, and Hawaiki-rangi were; and he added that none
of the old priests on being questioned, had any more know-
ledge of them than that the names had been handed down in the
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Whare-,vananga for ages past. The writer is perfectly at-
isfied that the nanative is genuine, and could-did space per-
mit-be supported b., many statements from the traditions of
other than these East Coast tribe's, statements "'h ieh .heretofore
have appeared "ery obscure.
\\e may conclude this paper by pointing out that the mere
variations in the names, as Ahu for Oahu, :Maui-pae for ~Iolo­
kai 01' Lanai, :Malli-taha for either Lan~i or l\.Iolokai or KallOo-
lawe, and the direction given of Tahiti from Hawaii, are strong
points of confirmation; the more so perhaps as the modern
name for Oahu is vVahu, a name derived from the whalers, and
which my informant did not identify with .Ahu (or Oahu).
No works of reference are just now available from which to
ascertain the prevalent winds along the course which the voy-
ages took from Borneo to Oahu, but it would be interesting to
study the question from that point of view, and from that of
the CU1"rents. Certainly the Easterly Counter Equatorial Our-
rent would aid them very materially as far as the Radack
Group.
Remarks on the Preceding Paper
BY W. D. ALEXANDER
It can safely be said that our Society has never listened
to a more interesting paper than the one just read. The author's
knowledge of Polynesian languages and traditions is unsur-
passed, and he has had remarkable success in gaining the con-
fidence of the old priests in the different groups, and and in ob-
taining from them the sacred history of their race.
The opinion that the lands to which Irapanga's people mi-
grated from Tawhiti-nui were the Hawaiian Islands has much
in its favor. In the Harotongan account of Ui-te-rangiora,
(the letter h is always dropped in that dialect), his brother,
Tu-te-rangi-atea, and their voyages, given in S. Percy Smith's
"Hawaiki," we find the names of Vaihi, (:M:aori), Waihi, (Ha-
waii), Tavai, (probably Kauai), Ngangai, (probably Lanai),
and :Maro-ai, which may be :Molokai. The ancient Tahitians
also knew of Hawaii under the name Vaihi.
As is stated in "Hawaiki,' the word hiti, hiki, whit'i, iti,
(according to the dialect), means the east. In the Rarotongan
list of islands visited by Tu-te-rangi-atea we find the Fiji is-
lands mentioned under the names, Iti-nlli, Iti-rai (or rahi), &c.
Fiji is the Tongan form of the word. The Fijians themselves
pronOlillce it Viti, while the Samoans call the Fiji group Ta-
fiti. Of the Hawaiian names Kahiki-ku and Kahljki-moe,
(cast and west Kahiki), the former no doubt means Tahiti,
while the latter may refer to Fiji.
The Rarotongan account, given in "Hawaiki," then goes on
to state that Tu-te-rangi-atea came to Hawaiki (Tahiti), and
that he built a sacred house on a neighboring island which he
named Rangiatea (Ra'iatea), in Hawaiian Laniakea. All this
shows the probability of the Maori tradition about the migra-
tion to Oahu.
At the same time it gives the decided impression that at
least the greater part of the events related above took place in
the Pacific Ocean. Indeed this is the view taken in the last
edition of "Hawaiki," where we find. the statement that at
the period of Ui-te-rangiora, "the headquarters of the people was
in Fiji, with colonies in the Tonga and Samoa gTOUpS" (p. 169)
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On page 64 of the same work we read that the ~i(aoris of the
East Coast have a saying that their ancestors "came from Hono-
i-wairua to Tawhiti-pa-mamao, thence to Tawhiti-roa, thence to
Tawhiti-nui, and thence to New Zealand. It is difficult,"
adds the author, "to locate these places, but they probably in-
clude Fiji and Tahiti, in both of which groups the ancestors
of the Maoris once dwelt."
It does not seem to me that we have sufficient reason to give
up this view. I would suggest that the name of the largest of
the Fiji islands, Viti Levu, (Great Fiji), is the exact equiv-
alent of Tawhiti-nui. It measures ninety miles from east to
west and fifty from north to south. On its south-east side it
contains some considerable rivers, on one of which the town of
Rewa is situated. The voyage from thence to Oahu of about
2700 miles is much more credible than one of 8700 miles from
Borneo.
Besides, there are many considerations which combine to
prove the immense antiquity. of the Polynesians as a distinct
race. At least it seems certain that they must have left Indo-
nesia before the Hindu migration thither, (beginning 300 B.
C.), which introduced the Hindu civilization, writing and other
ar-ts, the Buddhist religion, and many Sanscrit terms, of which
there is no trace in any Polynesian dialect. At the period of
Hui-te-rangiora Java was thoroughly' Hinduized, and magnifi-
cent Buddhist temples were built, the ruins of which are among
the wonders of the world. The arts of weaving, of making
pottery, of working iron, &c., were then widely diffused through
the Archipelago, but were unknown to the Polynesians until
the arrival of Europeans.
In fact, Indonesia appears to have been occupied then as
now by Mongoloid and Papuan races, speaking fifty different
languages, and widely different from the Polynesians in mental
and moral as well as in physical characters. It therefore seems
unlikely that there has been any intercourse between the Poly-
nesians and Indonesia since the Christian era.
Legendary Places In Honolulu
BY \"" D. WESTERYELT
(Read at the AllllllallJlleeti1tg, Jall. 24, 1911.)
Hono-Iulu is a name made by the uUlon of the t,YO ,,·ol·ds
Hono and lulu. JIr. Curtis J. Lyons says it means "Sheltered
Hollow." 1[1'. George ..:linoa, an old Ha"'aiian, says that "Ho
no" means "abundance" and "lulu" means "calm" or "peace"
or "abundance of peace." The navigator who gave the dcfiui-
tion "Fail' Haven" was out of the way inasmuch as the name
does not belong to a harbor, but to a district having "abnnd:mt
calm," or "a pleasant slope of restful land."
Hono-Iulu, was probably a name given to a very rich district
of taro land near "'hat is now known as the junction .of Lili.ha
and School streets, because its chief was Honolulu, one of the
high chiefs of the time of Kakuhihewa, according to the legends.
Kamakau, the Hawaiian historian, describes this taro district
thus: "Hono-lulu was a small district, a pleasant land looking
toward the west,-a fat land, with flowing streams and springs
of water, abundant water for taro patches. :Mists resting in-
land breathed softly on the flowers of the hala."
Kaknhihewa was a king of Oahu in the long, long ago and
was so noted that for centnries the island Oahu has been named
after him "The Oahu of Kakuhihewa." He divided the is-
land among his favorite chiefs and officers, who gave their names
to the places received by them from the king. Thus what is
now knmm as Honolnlu was until the time of Kamehameha T
almost always mentioned as "Kou," after the chief Kou, who
was an "Ilamnkn/' or "Marshal," under the king Kakuhihewa.
"Kon" appears to have been a small district or, rather, a chief's
gronp of houses and gronnds, loosely defined as lying between
Hotel street and the sea and between N unann avenne and Ala-
kea street.
Ke-Kai-o-Mamala was the name of the surf which came in
the onter entrance of the harbor of Kou. It was named
after 1Iamala, a chiefess who loved to play konane, (Hawaiian
checkers), drink awa, and ride the surf. Her first husband
was the shark man Onha, "'\\'ho later became a shark god, living
as a great shark outside the reefs of Waikiki and Koko Head.
24
25
Her second husband ~\\"as the chief Hono-kan-pu, to "'bom the
King gave the land ea_t of the land of n.ou. This land after-
wards bore the nallle of its chief, Hono-kau-pu. In this section
of what is now' called Rono-lnlu "'ere several \-er.1 interesting
places.
Kewalo "'as the place ~where the Kamra, a very low class of
servants, were drowned by holding their heads under "'ater,
according to the law known as "Ke-kai-he-hee." Ke\\"alo was
also the ne3ting ground of the owl who was the cause of the bat-
tle between the owls and the King Kakuhihewa, wherein the
owls from Kauai to Ha,vaii gathered together and defeated the
forces of the king.
Toward the mountains above Kewalo lies Makiki plain, the
place "'here rats abOllDded, living in a dense growth of small
trees and shrubs. This was a famous place for hunting rats
wi th bows and arrows.
ula-kna was the place where idols were made. This was
near the Inmber yards at the foot oi the present Richards street.
Ka-wai-a-hao, the site of the noted old native church, was
the location of a fine fOlmtain of water belonging to a chief
named Hao. It means "The Water belonging to Hao."
Ke-kau-kukui was close to Ula-kua, and was the place where
small konane (checker) boards were laid. These were flat stones
with rO\\'s of little holes in which a game was played with black
and white stones. Here :Mamala and Ouha drank awa and play-
ed konane. Here also Keknanaoa, fathei' of Kamehameha V.,
built his home.
In "Hono-kau-pu" was one of the noted places for rolling
the flat-sided stone disc known as the "maika" stonc. This
was not far from' Richards and Queen streets, although the
great "Ulu-maika" place for the gathering of the chiefs was in
"Kou."
"Ka-ua-nono-ula," the "rain with the red rainbow," "ns
the place in this district for the "wai-Iua," or ghosts, to gather
for their nightly games and sports. Under the shadows of the
trees, near the present Hawaiian Board rooms at the junction
of Alakea and Me'rehant streets, these ghosts made night a
source of dread -to all the people.
Another place in Honolulu for the gathering of ghosts was
at tbe corner of King street and N uuanu avenue.
Puu-o-waina or Punchbowl, was a "bill of sacrifice" or
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"offering" according to the meaning of the native words and
not "vVine-hill" as many persons have said. Kamakau, a native
historian of nearly fifty years ago, says: "Formerly there was
an 'imu ahi,' a fire oven, for burning men on this hill. Chiefs
and common people were burned as sacrifices in that noted place.
Men were brought for sacrifice from Kauai, Oahu, and Maui,
but not from Hawaii. People could be burned in this place
for violating the tabus of the tabu divine chiefs."
"The great stone on the top of Punchbowl hill was the place
for burning men."
Part of an ancient chant concerning "Punchbowl" reads as
follows: .
"0 the raging tabu fire of Keaka,
o the high ascending fire of the sacrifice!
Tabu fire, scattered ashes.
Tabu fire, spreading heat."
N uuanu Valley, inland from Kou, was full of interesting
legendary places. The most interesting, however, is the little
valley made by a mountain spur pushing its way out from the
Kalihi foothills into the larger valley, and bearing the name
"\Vaolani," the wilderness home of the gods, and now the home
of Honolulu's Country Club. This region belonged to the
"eepa" people. These were almost the same as the ill-shaped,
deformed or injured gnomes of European fairy tales.
In this beautiful little valley which opened into N uuanu Valley
was the heiau \Vaolani built for' Ka-hanai-a-ke-Akua, "The
chief brought up by the gods," long before the days of Kaku-
hihewa. It was said that the two divine caretakers of this
chief were Kahano and N ewa, and that Kahano was the god
who lay down on the ocean, stretching out his hands until one
rested on Rahiki (Tahiti or some other foreign land) and the
other rested on Oahu. Over his arms as a great bridge walked
the "ltIenehune," or fairy people, to Oahu. They came to be
servants for this young chief who was in the care of the gods.
They built fish ponds and temples. They lived in Manoa Val-
ley and on Punchbowl HilL "Ku-leo-nui" (Ru with the loud
voice) was their master. He could call them any evening. His
voice was heard over all the island. They came at once and
almost invariably finished each task before the rays of the ris-
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ing sun drove them to their hidden resorts in forest or wilder-
ness.
Wao-Iani heiau was the place where the noted legendary
musical shell, "Kiha-pu," had its first home--from which it
was stolen by Kapuni and carried to its historic home in 'Vaipio
Valley, Hawaii. Below Wao-Iani Heights, the menehunes built
the temple "Ka-he-iki" for the child nourished by the gods, and
here the priest and prophet lived who fOlmded the priest-clan.
called "Mo-o-kahuna," one of the most sacred clans of the an-
cient Hawaiians. Not far from this temple was the scene of
the dramatic plea of an owl for her eggs when taken from Re-
walo by a man who had found her nest. This is part of the
story of the battle of the owls and the king. l
Nearer the bank of the N uuanu stream was the great bread-
fruit tree into which a woman turned her husband by magic
power when he was about to be slain and offered as sacrifice
to the gods. This t~ee became one of the most powerful wooden
gods of the Hawaiians, being preserved, I think, even to the
times of Kamehameha I.
At the foot of :N uuanu Valley is "Pu-iwa," a place by the
side of the N uuanu stream. Here a father, :Maikoha, told his
daughters to bury his body, that from it might come the "Wau-
ke" trees, from which kapa-cloth has been pounded ever since.
From this place, the legend says the 'Vauke trees spread
over all the islands.
In the bed over which the N uuanu waters pour is the legend-
ary stone called "The Canoe of the Dragon." This lies among
the boulders in the stream not far from the old Kaumakapili
Church premises.
In'Nuuanu Valley was the fierce conflict between Kawelo, the
strong man from Kauai, assisted by two friends, and a band of
robbers. In this battle torn-up trees figured as mighty war-clubs.
These are legendary places which border Kou, the ancient
Hono-Iulu. Besides these are many more spots of great interest
as in Waikiki and :M:anoa Valley, but these lie beyond the
boundaries of Rou and ancient Honolulu. In Rou itself was
the noted Pakaka temple. This temple was standing on the
western side of the foot of Fort street long after the fort was
built, after which the street was named. It was just below the
1 See "The Owls of Honolulu." Mid-Pacific Magazine, Vol. T, pp.
457-462. April, 1911.
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fort. Pakaka was OIyned by Kinau, the mother of Kamehameha
V. It was a heiau built before the time of Kakuhihewa. In
this temple the school of the priests of Oahu had its headquart-
tel'S for centuries. The walls of the temple \\'ore adorned all
around with heads of men offered in sacrifice.
Rou was probably the most noted "konane" place on Oahu.
There was a famons large stOlle almost opposite the site of the
temple. Here the chiefs gathered for many a game. Property
and even lives were freely gambled away. The Spreckels build-
ing covers the site of this famous gambling resort.
One of the finest" Ulu-maika" places on the islands was the
one belonging to Rou. This was a hard, smooth track about
twelve feet wiele extending from the corner on Merchant and
Fort streets now occupied by the Bank of Hawaii along the
seaward side of Merchant street to the place beyond N uuanu
avenue known as the old iron works at Ula-ko-heo. It was
used by the highest chiefs for rolling the stone-disc known as
"the maika stone." K amehameha I· is recorded as having used
this maika track.
WHERE THE PATH CLINGS TO NUUANU PALl
The Introduction of the Algaroba';:
BY FATHER REGINALD YZENDOORN
(Read at the Spring Meeting, lJfay 25, 1911.)
In and around Honolulu, and generally on the leeward side
of the Hawaiian Islands, the eye meets with clusters of trees
which seem to be bent on the conquest of the desert.
Lands so stony and arid as to appear utterly worthless for
foresting, offer a favorable soil to this member of the great tree
family, and barren wastes, as for instance, the :M.ahukona de-
sert on Hawaii, offer fair prospects of being turned into rank
forests, ere many years elapse after the advent of the algaroba.
The algaroba tree, called by botanistH P1oosopis juliflom or
Prosopis dulcis, and by the Hawaiians 7ciawe, is said to be iden-
tical with the honey-mesquit tree of the Southwestern United
States and ~1:exico.
The tree belongs to the order of Leguminosae, suborder of
Mimoseae. The yellow pods which it bears with great regulari-
ty and in abundance, form, with the exception of grasses, the
most important animal food in the islands; and since some time
ago a machine tQ grind the beans was devised by C. W. Renear,
they promise to become an important article of exportation.
According to a local tradition, the progenitor of this forest
tribe is still alive and standing on the premises of the Catholic
Mission at Honolulu, near the corner of Fort and Beretania
streets.
The following inscription is attached to it:
FIRST ALGEROBA TREE
of the Hawaiian Islands.
Imported and planted in 1837
by Father Bachelot,
Founder of the Catholic ~i[ission.
This tablet was put there by a member of the Mission about
the year 18D5, ,vho also furnished the information contained in
* It would seem that the proper spelling of this word ought to be
algarroba (with two 1"s) since the word has entered our language
through the Spanish algarrobo, which in turn is derived from the Arab
kharrub. The Century and Standard Dictionaries give algarroba, with
algaroba as a variant.
In deference" to local usage we have followed the latter spelling
throughout tliis ai·ticle.
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an article in the Independent, April 20, 1896, from which the
following are extracts:
"In the south-easterly corner of the Ca.tholic :Mission and on
Fort Street may be observed a stalwart old Algeroba tree show-
ing marked signs of age and impending decay. In girth it is
probably over foul' fee.t in diameter and its upper branches
spread high above the surrounding houses.
"From this single tree have grown the millions of algeroba
trees that may be found everywhere flourishing upon lands
theretofore barren, and furnishing shade and food for cattle
and firewood and profit for thousands. It may be regarded as
the most valuable gift ever brought to these islands by the for-
eign aboriculturalist.
"In 1827, Father Bachelot was expelled from the country
by the 'missionary' government of the day. He went to :Mexico,
where he remained for ten years. In 1837, he returned to Ha-
waii and brought with him four slips of algeroba trees, which
he planted in the grounds of the mission. The one now stand-
ing was the only one that thrived and from its fruit many trees
were planted in different parts of this islands.
"In 1839, Father Bachelot was again ordered to leave the
islands. He 'was a very sick man and had to be carried to the
vessel which took him away, on a stretcher. ·While he was be-
ing carried through the mission grounds and as he passed the
young algeroba tree, he weepingly but courageously exclaimed:
'As this young tree may in God's Providence grow and overshad-
ow others in this land, so may the Gospel and my Church grow
and flourish here forever.' "
It is perhaps of very little interest to the general public
to know at what time and from where a particular tree was im-
ported to a certain place, and it may taste of pomposity to ap-
ply the methods of historical criticism to a subject of so little
consequence.
Nevertheless this algaroba tree having attracted at differ-
ent times some special attention, we are perhaps excusable for
discussing at some length the statements of the above quoted
article.
First, it will be necessary to correct some evident mistakes
which occur therein.
Father Bachelot having arrived at Honolulu on the 7th
day of July, 1827, in company with Fathers Short and Armand,
three lay brothers and several mechanics, he and Father Short
were expelled the 24th of December, 1831; Father Armand
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had left voluntarily two years earlier. The two priests were
taken to California, where Father Bachelot took charge of the
:Mission San Gabriel, whilst Father Short was employed in a
college at Monterey.
After a few years, having been made to believe that circum-
stances in the Hawaiian Islands had been so altered that a new
attempt to take up a residence there "might prove successful,
the. two missionaries again arrived at Honolulu the 17th of
April, 1837, landing, notwithstanding the opposition of the
authorities, but were soon again forced to leave.
Father Short left for Valparaiso towards the end of October,
and Father Bachelot on the 23d of N ovembel' of the same year,
in company with }<-'ather :Maigret, who had made an effort to
enter Hawaii.
Father Bachelot was in ill health at the time of sailing, and
died only a few days afterwards, rather unexpectedly. At
his departure he had sufficiently recovered from a long sickness
to be enabled to pay several visits to Father :Maigret on board
the vessel Europa. It is therefore hardly probable that he
needed being carried to the vessel on a stretcher, neither is any
mention of this circumstance made in contemporary com-muni-
cations. The story of the planting of the algaroba tree is a
mere oral tradition_ which in 1896, was written down and pub-
lished for the first time. It has been ascertained, however· that
before 1870 the planting of that tree was attributed by the na-
tives and the embers of the mission to Father Bachelot.
This tradition being of a relatively recent date and having
never been contradicted as to the substance, we may admit the
importation by that priest to be a fact; but the planting of the
tree must have taken place much earlier than 1837.
In the first place, it must be noticed that Father Bachelot,
at his second arrival at Honolulu, did not come from :Mexico,
as the Independent stated, but from California.
Now, although we are told in the Bulletin No. 48 of the
United States Department of Agriculture, 1904, that the alga-
roba is the mesquite of the Southwestern United States and
:Mexico, and California is doubtless in that part of the United
States, I have many good reasons to believe that the frosopis
juliflora is unknown there.
:Moreover at the time of his second attempt to establish a
Catholic :Mission in the Hawaiian Islands, Father Bachelot
was so engrossed with his fears of not being admitted that there
must have been scarcely anJ' room in his mind for thoughts of
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imprO\oing the little property he had left behind on his first
banishment.
But let us suppose for a moment that there were algaroba
trees in California, and that the father had brought some seeds
along. If he had sO\m them immediately after his arrival, there
could have been but one or more insignificant, leafless and
branchless stalks at the time of his departure, and their sight
would hardly have inspired a simile for the de ired growth and
spread of the Catholic religion.
vVe cannot know the exact words the priest has uttered at
the occasion; the ones quoted in the Independent are certainly
not historical, since a Catholic priest will never say "my"
church, but simply "the" church.
But the very fact that a sight of a certain tree has inspired
Father Bachelot wi th uttering a wish for the growth and spread
of the Catholic religion in the islands, seems to suggest that it
was one be had planted and which had in a striking manner
grown and spread itself.
If, then, the algaroba tree was imported and planted by the
founder of the Catholic Mission, it must have been before his
first banishment.
If so, it appears that he must have gotten the seeds from one
of the three countries where he landed before his arrival at
Honolulu, to wit: Chili, Peru and Mexico. The fact that two
species of prosopis are found in those countries favors this sug-
gestion.
But wh"m we read Father Bachelot's joul'llal, the hypothesis
becomes untenable. This joul'llal, which extends from N ovem-
bel' 20, 1826, till November 30, 1827, is kept very ~inutely;
birds, fishes and trees are therein described with so much detail
that it looks rather a treatise on the natural history of New
Spain than the diary of a traveling clergyman.
The prosopis, however, does not seem to have attracted his
attention, except perhaps at Quilca, where he noticed Acacias
dites d'Amerique, (American Acacias,), by which term he may
well have meant the algaroba.
Had the tree so particularly attracted his attention that he
thought of introducing it in the Hawaiian Islands, he would
not have omitted giving a detailed description of it, according
to his wont.
Hence there remains only one supposition: that the seeets
were brought from France.
Favorably to this hypothesis, 'we ha,oe a document which, be-
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ing nearly contemporaneous, is more than the expression of a
simple oral tradition, since it must have been made under the
supervision or by order of :M:gr. Maigret, the second Vicar Apos-
tolic of the Hawaiian Islands, who doubtless had his informa-
tion from either Father Bachelot or Bro. :M.elchoir, the catechist
who remained at Honolulu when the priests were banished, and
than which two persons none conld know better the story of the
algaroba.
This document is a lithographed plan of the H~nolulu Cathe-
dral on which the algaroba tree is also represented with the fol-
lowing legend in French:
"Tree planted by Mr. Bachelot. It is a splendid acacia;
the seed had been taken from the Royal Garden at Paris."
The steeple being represented without a clock-face, and this
having been put in place on November 4, 1846, it follows that
the drawing must have been made be"£ore this date, but after
1842, the year mentioned on it.
It may now be objected that an acacia is not an algaroba, and
that if the latter is meant, these trees do not grow in France.
Hereupon we answer that although the acacia and the pro-
sopis are not identical, being different genera, though of the
same order and and even of the same suborder, there is sufficient
resemblance between them to eXC\lse one who is not a botanist
for confounding them. We have seen that at Qnilca Father
Bachelot seems to have made the same mistake.
As for the second part of the objection, algarobas do abound
in the south of France but the name is given to a tree of a genus
different from the prosopis. It is the so-called Locnst tree or
St. John's Bread, the pods of which greatly resemble those of
om own algaroba, and are much relished not only by the cattle
but by the people.
It was, however, not necessary that the tree which Father
Bachelot is said to have imported from France, was a native of
that country.
The Frenchman, John Riyes, a favorite of King Liholiho,
who had been the cause of the sending of Catholic missionaries
to the Hawaiian Islands, had also induced the French minister
of Foreign Affairs to fonnd in that group an extensive agricul-
tural establishment, on the lands which he claimed to possess.
The French gqvernment equipped accordingly the ship La
Comete, on which the missionaries were admitted as free pass-
engel's; agricultural implements and seeds of different kinds
were provided.
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If among these seeds were those of the p1'osopis, they may
have been taken from the gardens of the Luxemborg, whose con-
servatories are rich in rare plants, or from the Jardin des
Plantes, which contains nursery and naturalization gardens. One
of these parks may have been called ".Tardin du Roi" during
the monarchy.
When the missionaries arrived at Honolulu they rented a
piece of land with three grass huts, the site of which is not
known. They did not cultivate it.
The members of the intended agricultural establishment soon
returned, the undertaking proving abortive from the beginning
on accolmt of Mr. Rives' failure to return to Ha,vaii.
A young lawyer, :M:r. de Morineau, who had been charged
by hi~ government to conduct the establishment, obtained from
the king before leaving, the grant of a piece of land where his
workmen might construct a dwelling place. This grant is a
part of the present mission plot. The priests began at once to
clear the land, caused a well to be dug, and soon started culti-
vation.
In December, 1828, Father Bachelot writes:
"iVe have cultivated our garden in the French style; we
have made a regular garden of it which together with some
plants which are unknown here, make an object of curiosity of
it for both the foreigners and the natives. But the heat and
the insects have destroyed everything." .
Among the things planted were "some seeds brought from
France," which Father Bachelot showed to Governor Kuakini
when, towards the end of November, 1827, that chief called on
the priests.
vVe may perhaps not unreasonably conclude that our pre-
sent algaroba is the product of one of those seeds brought from
France, and the only survival of the general destruction "caused
by the heat and the insects."
We will terminate this essay by suggesting that the Hawaii-
an name for the prosopis, "lGawe," is perhaps a native effol't
to render the word acacia as pronounced by Father Bachelot,
rapidly and with a strong accent on the last syllable. The lat-
ter part of the word cia was more easily caught, the "c" in ac-
cOl'dance with Hawaiian phonology changed into a 'k,' and the
strong final accent rendered by the almost silent syllable "we."
This etymological attempt may be a strained one, but, from
whence did the Hawaiians otherwise get the word for this new
t.ree.
History of the Hudson's Bay Company's
Agency in Honolulu
BY THOMAS G. THRUM.
(Read at the Spring 1I1eeti1zg, May 25, 191I,)
Among the various business concerns of the early days of
Honolulu were several that took high rank, and from the echoes
that have come down to us were well worthy of the esteem and
confidence of the community, the histories of which would f111'-
nish an interesting and instructive series, not only from their
influence in the development of the islands, commercially and
otherwise, but also in the side-lights they would throw upon the
political canvass of their time in passing.
Probably the most notable one in this category ,vas the es-
tablished branch house, or agency of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, which, for its honorable business dealings and its moral
and financial aid to the Hawaiian government at its formative
period, entitles it to more than passing notice.
It is difficult at this late day ,to gather accurate data from
the fragmentary material available to formulafe a consecutive
record during the period of its existence here, yet sufficient is
at hand to warrant attention and repay the effort of search and
enqUIry.
An impression prevailed, and the statement is in cold print.
that the origin of the Hudson's Bay Company's business at
these islands was in occasional shipments of goods consigned
to Richard Charlton, the British consul, for disposal, which
dated back to 1829. In a trial against Charlton in 184-1 certain
testimony was given as to his having been the early representa-
tive of the Company here, but giving no date. No l'ecol"d of
transactions are discovered to substantiate this early claim, and
in conflict therewith Alexander Simpson, an early official of the
Company, and intriguer, as acting British consul with Lord
George Paulet for the overthrow of the Hawaiian government
in 1843, in his book1 makes the statement that the agency of
1 The Sandwich Islands, Alex. Simpson Esq., London, 1843.
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the Oompany was established here in 1834 in the arrival of
"an agent from London, appointed by the Hudson's Bay Oom-
pany, for the purpose of 'selling the productions of its posses-
sions on the North-west coast of America." The agent re-
ferred to was :Mr. George Pelly2, of whom Sir George Simpson,
the Governor in chief of the Oompany's Territories in North
America, in the account3 of his visit to these islands in 1842
makes mention, and as sho'wn by the archives and early news-
papers of the time here.
It is difficult to reconcile the foregoing evidence of the es-
tablishment of the Honolulu agency with the assertion of ~1T.
Alexander Simpson regarding his connection therewith, where-
in he states: "I had been for many years an officer of the Oom-
pany and in the spring of 1839 was summoned to proceed to the
Sandwich Islands, to superintend mercantile operations which
the Company proposed to carryon there. 1£y first visit was
one merely of observation and inquiry. After spending two
months at Honolulu I returned to the Columbia River to con-
fer with the manager of the Company's affairs there; the result
of my recommendations being the shipment from England of
goods to the value of upwards of ten thousand pounds-a ship-
ment which I calculated could be repeated and increased each
year. I touched again at that port in the summer of 1840 en
route to California, and in 1841 I arrived at same place from
the Oolumbia River4, fully empowered to assume the active
management and control of the business which I had planned
out, but through the loss of a near relative I embarked at once
for England. After spending but three months there I was
prevailed upon by the Governor of the Company to return to
the islands on my former mission, but on my arrival there, the
arrangements I had made and plans of business I had formed
were overset by Sir George Simpson, the local Governor of the
Company's Territories, and I immediately threw up the com-
2' A close relative of Sir J. Henry PeIly, Bart., Governor of the Com-
pany.
3 Journey Round the "\Vorld, Sir George Simpson, 2 Vols. London,
1847.
4 Note.-Confirming the above dates of Mr. Simpson's movements
our files show the arrival, June 24, 1840, of H. B. Co's bark Columbia
from the Columbia River, having as passengers Messrs E. O. Hall,
Alex. Simpson and James Steel. These two latter were outward pass-
engers again by the 'same vessel, July 15th, on her clearance for Cali-
fornia. Mr. Simpson was a returning passenger again to this port by
the same bark Columbia, January 2, 1841.
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mission which I held as a chief trader in the service." Probably
this had reference to an expansion of the Company's business
here beyond merely the disposal of "the products of their N orth-
west possessions," which new policy-if such it was-Mr. Simp-
son wished credit for. But we find evidence of increasing busi-
ness in the direct importation of English goods previous to his
advent.
With :Mr. Pelly was subsequently associated a Mr. George
T. Allan in the agency of the Company. This change probably
took place about 1840, as Pelly's name as agent appears alone
up to that time, while shortly before the arrival of Sir George
various documents and advertisements couple their names as
agents, and custom entries and manifests are signed by one or
the other as "one of the agents of the Hudson's Bay Co." Alex.
Simpson makes no mention of Mr. Allan, while Sir George re-
fers to him simply as "an officer in our regular service." :lVIr.
Allan is remembered as a person of affable, agreeable manners,
an<;l an ideal salesman, which position doubtless was his end of
the business management. :Mr. Pelly had a far different per-
sonality, both in appearance and temperament; a veritable "John
Bull." A writer of his time termed him "an Englishman of
the Englishmen, associating very little with the people of the
town." :Mr. Alex. Simpson describes him as "a man of harsh
and repulsive manners," but in a suit against Charlton for de-
famation of character quite another trait ,vas shown towarcl
his vilifier.
Mr. Pelly was also the agent for Lloyd's at this port.. Land
Office records show him to have early become a landowner in
the purchase, February 6, 1835, from Richard Ridley, for the
sum of $700 of the premises on Hotel street from Adams' Lane
to the corner lot of George Bush, at Alakea, and confirmed later
by Royal Patent to him. Both of these properties are now oc-
cupied as a site of the new Y. M. C. A. building. He also had
as a summer retreat the Luakaha property in Nuuanu valley,
previously held by a Captain Hinckley; now and for some years
past in the Cooke-Atherton estates.
Our earliest records show a number of vessels of the Hudson's
Bay Company connected with the commerce of this port from
the Columbia River and from London, among which were the
barks Columbia, Vancouver, and Cowlitz, as regular packets
with the North-west coast, and occasionally others, more parti-
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cularly, perhaps, in the import trade from London, en route to
their Pacific Coast and Sitka stations. Thus the first paper
published in English here, the "Sandwich Island Gazette," in
its initial number, July 30, 1836, has among its marine intelli-
gence the arrival on the 14th of the Br. bark Columbia, Darby,
(Hudson Bay Co. Ship), 13 days from Columbia River, and
the following day the Br. ship Nel'eide, Royal, (Hudson Bay
Co. ship), 153 days from London, en route for the Columbia
River, for which she sailed July 21st. Among the passengers
per N el'eide ,vas noted the name of Rev. Herbert Beaver, a
clergyman of the Church of England, chaplain to the Hudson
Bay Co., accompanied by his lady, to join the colony of the Com-
pany at Fort Vancouver.
The earliest location of the Hudson's Bay Company's store
here appears to have been on the Ewa, or north side of Nnuanu
street, adjoining the "Blonde" lot cornering on King, premises
that became wen known as "Aienui"-great debt. "Whether
this term applied through a liberal credit policy of the agency
during its occupancy, or was inherited from the earlier days
of sandal-wood trade is not clear, but the name held for many
years. The store is remembered as a two story shingle-sided
bililding that stood end on to the street. An agreement of lease
dated January 1, 1840, between George Pelly and Halelio (Haa-
lilio), secretary of the king, of these premises is on file in the
archives, "for the period of two years certain at $700 per an-
num, with option of one, two, or five years additional on six
mDnth's notice at same rate." There is nothing found to the
contrary and the general belief is, that this lease was but a
continuing occupancy of the same premises. Very few of the
early mercantile houses ever gave their location in their business
cards or advertisements, and the Hudson's Bay Company's
agent or agents during all its years of existence here never broke
the record in this respect. Little is gathered from the papers
of their time on account of an apparent non-advertisement policy"
of the agency. The Gazette, already referred to, was in its
second year before the Company's first advertisement appear-
ed (August 5, 1837), of "lumber just received per H. B. Co.
brig Lama, consisting of 30,000 ft. inch boards, 70 beams 18ft.
12x4 and 500 rafters 12 @ 18ft.. (Signed) George Pelly, Agent
H. H. B. Co." This ad was changed :March 31, 1838, to note
further lumber supplies, as also salmon, butter, flour, etc., per
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H. H. B. Co's bark Nereide, followed by one in December of
like supplies per H. B. Co's bark Columbia, and again in Feb-
ruary, 1839, pel' Nereide.
The ships of the Company engaged in the North-west trade
appear to have made Honolulu a port of call en route from Lon-
don early in its career here,5 leaving sU\lh freight and miscel-
laneous merchandise as found a ready market, and occasionally so
on the homeward voyage. On this subject Rev. Samuel Parker,
after describing the station of Fort Vancouver makes the fol-
lowing mention: 6
"Besides what lumber is used in the common business about
this station, one and sometimes two ship loads are sent annually
to Oahu, Sandwich Islands, and sells for about fifty dollars the
thousand feet. Spars and timber for shipping are also sent to
that market. "- .:f 7< Not less than a ship load of goods is
brought from England annually, and always at least one in ad-
vance of their present use, so that if any disaster should befall
their ship on her passage, the business of the Company would
not have to be suspended. Thus there is rarely less than two ship
loads of goods on hand. The annual ship arrives in the spring,
takes a trip to Oahu during the summer freighted with lumber
to the island, and bringing back to Vancouver salt and other com-
modities, but generally not enough -for ballast; and at the end
-of September, or in October, she sails for England with the
peltries obtained during the preceding year."
Vessels from the Columbia River for Honolulu during the
existence of the Company's agency at San Francisco occasionally
touched at that port en route. That station was discontinued
in 1846, the Hudson's Bay Company selling out their establish-
ment at Yerba Buena and embarking their people and effects
on the Vancouver for Columbia River: Howard & :Mellish of
Boston being the purchasers of the business and premises.
Among the documents on file in the Archives is the draft of an
agreement dated February 11, 1840, between Governor Ke-
kuanaoa and George Pelly, permitting the latter to take sixty
5 Note.-V€ssels of the Hudson's Bay Co., leaving London, from
1835 to 1844, and may be later, brought out selections of toys, clothes,
and fancy articles from a Mrs. Saunders, of Dover St., Southwark,
London, for disposal here by auction or otherwise for the benefit of
the Oahu Charity School. The sum realized for this object at the
latter year above given had reached upwards of $2,500. (Wyllie's Notes)
6 Journal of an Explorin'g Tour, Rev. Samuel Parker, 3rd Edn.
Ithaca, 1842.
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Hawaiians for the Company's service in the Columbia River
for a period of three years, to be returned at the end of said
term on penalty of $20 each, excepting only in the event of their
death. Like permission must have been secured earlier, for
Sandwich Islanders were desirable members of the Oolony. Sir
Geo. Simpson makes mention in his work of the valuable as-
sistance rendered the settlement by half a dozen Hawaiians
during a threatened attack in 1829 from the Indians on the
Umpqua River.
:Mr. Pelly is found among Honolulu's philanthropic citizens
in supporting the movement for the maintenance of the Oahu
Oharity School. In 1839 he succeeded Ohas. Brewer as "honor-
ary secretary of its Committee," and toward the close of 1840
signs the call for the annual meeting of subscribers for January
6, 1841, to take place at the house of :Messrs. Hungtai. This
was the Pagoda building that stood on Merchant street, near
Fort.
A matter not so much to his credit was his attitude in regard
to pllblic road improvement, for there is on file in the Ar-
chives a protest by Pelly and others against being taxed for
work on public roads, though they would be the most benefitted.
As a consequence Governor Kekuanaoa discontinued the pro-
posed improvements. There is another protest filed by him
about the same time, with Skinner and Greenway joining,
against domestic servants being taxed (in accordance with the
law) in lieu of their working on the public roads. While on
the subject of protests it may not be amiss to mention one of
September 30, 1842, wherein George Pelly and Geo. T. Allan
protest to the king and Governor Kekuanaoa against Alexander
Simpson being recognized as Acting British consul. How much
this may have been induced by personal ulOtives, or from a
knowledge of the intriguing character and ulterior motives of
the man, proving him too prejudiced for so important an official
position we know not, but subsequent events so proved these
facts, that they did but rightful public service, whatever the
motive. :Mr. Simpson showed himself a willing accomplice
of British consul Charlton in fomenting trouble with the Ha-
waiian government and magnifying grounds of complaint for
alleged injuries to British subjects, hence his selection to suc-
ceed him during his absence.
At this crisis in the state of affairs Sir George Simpson, Gov-
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vernor of the Hudson's Bay Company's provinces (and uncle of
Alexander), arrives on the scene, much to the nephew's discom-
fiture. Sir George, with his secretary, :Mr. Hopkins, arrived
at Honolulu, FebruarJ 12, 1842, on the Cowlitz, from Van-
couver' via San Francisco and Santa Barbara, accompanied
into port by the Am. brig Joseph Peabody, Capt. Dominis, from
~1:azatlan. He was visited on the vessel while waiting to enter
«bJ :Mr. Pelly, agent of the 1-1. B. Co., for these islands and
Mr. G. T. Allan, an officer in the same service."
The next daJ the T1ancouver touched here en route to the Co-
lumbia, resuming her vOJage :March 14th and taking Mr. Hop-
kins, for England. Following her departure attention was
devoted to local conditions, etc., which Sir George saJs he found
very much divided; merchants being pitted against each other
by nationalities, politics and religion; used in many cases «as
a cloak over more sordid motives, rivalry in trade often lurking
at the root of the evil. * 7(- * This belligerent spirit oftens
leads to serious litigation, forcing into court cases which, in a
different state of feeling would be settled amicably by the
parties themselves. During my short staJ I was, I believe, use-
ful in adjusting some of these differences."
At Honolulu Sir George held conferences with Kekuanaoa
and Dr. Judd on affairs of state, more particularly on the sub-
j ect of taxation and finance matters, and in discussing trials
bJ jurJ he is credited with suggesting the advisabilitJ of the
government having an attorney-general. These matters con-
cluded he then left on the Cowlitz, ~t[arch 17th, accompanied
by Mr. Charlton, and Mr. Pelly, for a visit of '1everal daJs to
the Court at Lahaina. At Mr. Richard's solicitation Sir George
consented to be bearer of dispatches to England. Several con-
ferences with the king and premier on affairs political were
held, at which upon Sir George's suggestion, it was decided
that Mr. Richards should proceed to England as envoy, toward
the expenses of which George Pelly was directed to grant the
king an order on the Hudson's BaJ CompanJ of London for ten
thousand pounds sterling should he require it. Later it was de-
cided that Haalilio, the king's secretary, should accompany ~t[r.
Richards on this mission for the recognition of Hawaiian In-
dependence. Papers being in readiness and signed, Sir George
left March 24tl} for London, via Sitka and across Siberia.
~he following earlJ movements of the Hudson's BaJ Com-
pany's vessels at Honolulu present some points of interest.
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Bark Columbin arrived here July 14, 1836, 13 days from the
Columbia River; a very smart passage. She returned to same
port August 1st and was back here the latter part of December,
en route for London, for which port she sailed January 5, 1837.
The arrival of the N ereide from London, and later from the
Columbia River is already mentioned. She was also a retmn-
ing ship from that station in February, 1839.
:March 28, 1839, the Vancouver touched here from London,
leaving a week later for the station of that name. July 24th
she returned here with a cargo of lumber, spars and salmon.
After 1840 the following additional vessels appear in the
Company's service, viz: Bark Brothers, from London, with
staple goods and naval stores, and later engaged in the Columbia
River trade. Ship N epaul £i'om London, via Valparaiso. Bark
Cowlitz from Columbia River, June, 1841, bringing lumber
for the new stone church, and from London, in 1842, as has
been already shown, apparently becoming a regular packet with
the barks Columbia and Vancou'ver. Ship Admiral Moo7'son,
from London, April 10, 1845, by which vessel came as passen-
gers for this place iiII'. and Mrs. Thomas Brown and 4 children,
:Mr. and :1'£rs. R. Covington, :M:iss Rhodes, H. J. Rhodes and
J as. Robinson, all of whom became creditably identified with
these islands. The brig Ma7'Y Dare also has frequent mention
following her first noticed arrival from London, Apri114, 1847.
Several other names are met with but, apparently, were trans-
ient vessels only.
Following the formation of Constitutional government in
Hawaii, and the application of the first tariff act, approved
:May 11, 1842, to take effect January 1, 1843, the first vessel
to make customs entry and pay the ad valorum duty of 3 per
cent provided therein was the Hudson's Bay Co's bark Van-
couver from the Columbia River, January 6, consigned to G.
T. Allan, agent for the Company.
The clearance and entry of vessels of the H. B. Co., during
the preceding year, indicate considerable commercial activity
in 1842.
This prominence of the commercial interests of the Hudson's
Bay Company in Hawaii, doubtless led the historian J arves in
his first History of the Hawaiian Islands to express the fear of
its ultimate destiny of "swallowing up all individual ~nter­
prises, whether English, French or ~'1merican," and -quoting
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Greenhow as authority for this result experienced in their trade
on the North-west Coast of America, wherein he states:
"The Hudson's Bay Company have already driven American
shipping from its former branches of lucrative trade. * ,~- .x-
and within a year have made a bold attempt to monopolize that
of the Hawaiian Islands. In this, if a judgement can be formed
from their past successes, their wealth, sufficient to exhaust the
puny competition of individual traders, and the determination
exhibited, which boldly avows for its object the extinction of
American commei'ce in that region, they may be successful.
"Allied with this design, is the object of either securing the
action of the Hawaiian government in their favor, or of having
it pass into the power of their own. ll7
These jealous fears, so far as the Company's designs of trade
and political monopoly in these islands were concerned, were
so unwarranted that the unjust aspersions were withdrawn in
subsequent editions of his history, and in place thereof the
beneficent influence of its officers in sustaining the government
in its course and policy is acknowledged.
During the political excitement attending the seizure of the
islands by Lord George Paulet, February 25, 1843, little is
learned but much may be inferred as to the effect on the busi-
ness of the Hudson's Bay Company or its representatives, against
which the dominant party was at enmity, person~lly and politi-
cally, and a successful suit by Mr. Pelly, agent of the Company,
against Charlton for some £3,000 on behalf of parties in Val-
paraiso, for debt, about this time, did not lessen the breach.
The next year, Mr. Pelly in self defense brought a suit against
Charlton for slander, which, on a jury trial like the other, ob-
tained a verdict and the award of damages of $3,450 and costs,
which claim Pell.y the next day offered to waive on payment of
the lawyer's fee in the case. 8 .
From this period for several years a more liberal use of ad-
vertisement space in the papers is noted, and the business card
of the concern reads:
George Pelly & George T. Allan,
Agents for the
Hudson's Bay Company.
Honolulu, Oahu, H. 1.
7 History of Sandwich Islands, Jas. Jackson Jarves, Boston, 1843.
8 Polynesian, January 29, 1844.
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In the licenses taken out for wholesale and retail merchandise
and wholesale spirits, and their renewals, they are found in
nea"rly all cases in the name of the agents, not of the Company,
except in a few instances for the spirit license.
By the ship Nepaul from London,via Valparaiso, February
25, 1845, arrived :M:r. Chas. Gordon Hopkins, who had been
strongly recommended to the service of the go,ernment by Sir
George Simpson, and during his many years of residence here
filled successively a number of responsible official positions.
The advertisement of goods by this vessel bj the agents of the
Company occupies three fourths of a column in nonpariel type,
and shows the varied assortment of goods selected for this
market. This was succeeded by a half column one of miscel-
laneous goods ex Cowlitz, and renewed from time to time there-
after as new supplies came to hand, occasionally including
Chinese goods.
Regarding the character of products and dealings of the Hud-
son's Bay Company the following extract from an English
paper relating to the Vancouver station bears out well the Com-
pany's reputation and policy during its existence here, for it
was well known as "a one price store i" of good quality goods i
the rate was the same whether singly or by the dozen.
"A regular price is set upon everything. Their goods are
all of the most. superior kind, and it is no less a rule to sell them
reasonable than it is to have them good. 9 "
In the steps taken by the government toward the construction
of water works and laying of mains for supplying the town
and shipping, among others Mr. Pelly 'was asked if the Hud-
son's Bay Company could furnish an estimate of cost for cast
iron and lead pipe, etc., necessary to connect with a Nuuanu
reservoir planned near the second bridge. He replied, January
7, 1845, that he would transmit same to the Company in Lon-
don, the reply to which is found dated September, 1847. Filed
with it is another estimate, without date, signed by P. & J. Rus-
sell, Engineers, Sydney, placing the cost of pipes, lead for
joints, freight, and cost of laying at $9,722.30. Neither parties,
however, got the bid, for the initial material for the establish-
ment of Honolulu's water system came from Boston in 1850.
Mention has been made of a loan from the Hudson's Bay
Company for the expenses of Hawaii's envoys abroad. The
9 London Mail, September 8, 1848.
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gO\·ernment was again a borrower from them in 18-13 to the
amount of $13,800, for loans to Ladd & Co., obtained in London
through Mr. Richards by P. A. Brinsmade to meet his Belgian
scheme expenses. 10
R. O. Wyllie, :Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a letter to Sir
George Simpson of May 1, 1845, (among other things) thanks
him and the Hudson's Bay Oompany for important services on
many occasions, and requests that the Oompany's ships may be
permitted to bring needed government supplies ·when there was
roomY .Another Foreign Office document of July 5, 1847, ad-
dressed to George Pelly is on file which states: "Great as
have been the obligations of this government to the Hudson's
Bay Oompany for pecuniary aid in times of difficulty, they are
not greater than those arising from the m<nal aids by the orderly
and friendly example of yourself and other agents of that power-
ful British Oommercial association during periods of political
excitement."
In February, 1846, a selection of Hawaiian fancy wood was
sent by the Hawaiian government to A. Barclay Esq., London,
to be made into a table each for Sir George Simpson and Sir J.
Henry Pelly, "in esteem and gratitude for important services i"
doubtless referring to their labors for the recognition of Hawaii-
an independence.
Preparation was made this year (1846) for the moving of the
Hudson's Bay Company's store from its Nuuanu street quarters
to the corner of Queen and Fort streets, now occupied by the
Beaver block. A lease is on record, in Hawaiian, from Ohis.
Kanaina to George Pelly for said premises for the term of 25
years from February 1, 1846, at an annual rental of $500, all
buildings and improvements to be erected thereon to revert to
the lessor at end of said term. The lease contains the covenant
that the lessor shall not distill nor sell liquor on the premises,
but consents that new b.uildings may be erected of wood and
shingled, as he may wish, during the years of said lease. This
permission for the erection of wooden and shingled structures
had reference, probably, to the style of house the agency was
occllpying at the time. As a matter of fact the best part of the
year was occupied in the erection of a two story coral building
10 Arbitration Report, Hawaiian Government vs. Ladd & Co.
11 A high tribute to Sir Geo. Simpson by Minister Wyllie may be
found in his report to the Legislature of 1855.
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with slate roof, fronting on Queen street, and adjoining Charl-
ton's property, while one story storage buildings ran along its
Fort street length and back along the French & Greenway prem-
ises. The store stood end on to the street but some little distance
off the road, having a front veranda partly enclosed; the stairs
were in front at the right side of the doorway, leading to the up-
per veranda. The exact time of removal to these new quarters was
not deemed worthy of paper mention, or notice by advertisement
of the agents themselves, but it is learned approximately by the
removal notice to N uuanu of the succeeding tenants, Everett
& 00., under date of January 16, 1847, of "having taken the
store and premises lat~y occupied by the agents of the Hudson's
Bay 00.
David :M:cLaughlin, a prominent officer of the Oompany's,
North-west stations made a visit to Honolulu in 1846, arriving
here from the Oolumbia River September 22nd, per bark Tou-
lon. The object of his mission was doubtless one of business
supervision and enquiry, though the length of his stay eludes our
search.
Following the political disturbances of 1843 referred to, came
the disastrous failure of Ladd & 00., that disrupted business
in the islands to its very center. Likely their credit at the
Hudson's Bay agency had been strained to the limit, for among
the victims calling for an exhibit of its affairs Pelly and Allan
appear second on the list. One sheriff's sale on execution is-
sued by the court against Ladd & Co., in their favor was for
$2,010.48. ,:Mr. PeIly's name occurs frequently as an assignee
in various bankruptcy cases, which may mean a pecuniary in-
terest therein in behalf of the Oompany.
Mr. :McI,aughlin's report on agency conditions here evidently
could not have been of a quieting nature for as early as March
4, 1847, ::\1:1'. Dugald :MacTavish arrives from the headquarters
of the Company, Vancouver, by way of San Francisco; per
brig Currency Lass, and enters upon an investigation of business
affairs which, in due course, reveals :Mr. George Pelly to be
indebted to the Oompany in a large amonnt. Of this we "'ill
deal later.
No change in the advertisements or business card of the
agency takes place till July 3rd, which was the last appearance of
the half column ad by Pelly & Allan, agents H. B. Co. of
"goods ex Mary Dare," and the issue following (July 10th), was
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the last insertion of their business card. It is not shown at once
that Mr. :MacTavish succeeded to the agency of the Company in
these islands, though the renewing licenses from July 1, 1847,
are in his name. Publicity by advertisement of any change
is carefully avoided. Advertisements thereafter are simply by
"Agents of H. B. Co.," no names being given; or in the arrival
of their vessels ·with goods, it is to "H. B. Co's Agents" as in
the case of brig Ma1'y Dare in July, 1848. In the arrival of
that vessel, J ulJ 3rd, came James Douglass, Esq., Chief Factor
of the Hudson's Bay Company and Chas. Stuart, Esq., his
secretary; the object and length of whose stay is not mentioned,
but very likely it had to do with the investigations in progress
for :Mr. PellJ was still in the field, his name and MacTavish's
appearing together in a case at court July 15th, as though
alike agents of the Company. Of Mr. Allan, and the date of
severing his connection with the CompanJ here the press is si-
lent, but from this station he went to San Francisco during the
gold fever exodus; the custom house records say per bark Wm.
H. Slwiler, .Tune 14, 1850. Mr. PellJ left for England much
later.
At the called meeting of merchants of the organization of the
Honolulu Chamber of Commerce, October 15, 1850, at the store
of StarkeJ, J anion & Co., Mr. Dugald MacTavish was among
the first sigllers,12 thus showing he was alive to the promotion
of Hawaii's commercial interests.
The records show an assignment October 28, 1850, by George
Pelly to Asher B. Bates, trustee, "of all his real estate and
personal propertJ and effects of every description-saving and
excepting only his personal wardrobe and small stores for a voy-
age from Honolulu to London, England," for the following
stated object:
"Being justly indebted to the Hudson's Bay Company in the
sum of $36,514.38 for which he has this day given his promis-
sory note and is unable at present to pay the amount of same
and deems it just and reasonable to secure and pay the amount
of said note and all other just liabilities for ",hiclT he is per-
sonally responsible * +, ++ doth assign all his real estate
(described) and personal property, etc., (as above stated) for
disposal with all reasonable speed to the best interests of all
parties to be benefitted, and after the lapse of ten months from
12 Sheldon's Reminiscences, Saturday Press, March 23, 1882.
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date hereof, should said note be then unpaid and other liabilities
unliquidated, to sell and dispose of all of said real estate, etc.,
hereby conveyed at anction or otherwise, and from the pro-
ceeds * ~, * shall * * ,x, pay over to and among all
creditors who shall have filed their claims, etc., in proportion to
the amounts due each, without prejudice."
In September, 1851, :Mr. Bates conveyed Pelly's Hotel street
property to D. :lIfacTavish in trust for H. B. Co., for the sum
of $4,350, and in May 1854, the lease of the Queen street store
was transferred to Robert Clouston, agent Hudson's Bay Com-
pany for the nominal consideration of one dollar.
Little is gleaned of the doings of the agency or agents in the
early fifties. Ads are scarce and small in this period. After
long si·lence Oregon lumber is advertised June 26, 1852, by the
Agents of the Hudson's Bay Company, by a three line notice,
while another of four lines offers for freight or charter the Br.
bk. Reliance.
The same month Dugald :M:acTav:ish advertised for claims
against him as Agent of the Hudson's Bay Company, being
about to leave the islands. No passenger lists being given in
the local papers the greater part of this year we do not find
when Mr. MacTavish took his departure, though his successor,
Mr. Robert Clonston arrived in the islands October 7th of the
previous year per lliIary Dare from Victoria.
Augnst 28, 1852, appears a new third column ad of sundry
goods "On sale at the stores of the H. B. Co., recently from
China and London," and in November an auction sale is an-
nounced for the 17th at the H. B. Co's store-something very
unusual for that concern-indicating a new policy, or closing
up consignments. The change is further noticed in more liberal
advertisements thereafter, but in no case is the name of the
agent connected therewith given, as in the days of Pelly & Allan.
Mr. Clouston was a Scotchman by birth; a quiet, shrewd busi-
ness man and much liked in the community.
In August of 1858, Mr. Clouston left Honolul}a per bark
Fanny llfajor for San Francisco, for a rest and change, but he
had stuck to his post too closely and too long, for after a short
illness of but four days he expired on the 14th, five days from
_this port, and was buried at sea. He was bnt about 36 years
of age, and in his residence here he had endeared himself
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through those sterling qualities which characterized the upright
mind, the kind heart and gentlemanly'depol"tment. 13 .
The agency at these islands ,vai ted the arrival of his succes-
sor until the coming of fr. James Bissett, January 28, 1859,
by way of San Francisco, per Black Hawk. We find him wel-
comed in one of our local papers as follows:
",Ve notice the arrival of a new agent to the Honolulu station
of the Hudson's Bay Company in the person of J. Bissett, Esq.,
who takes the place of Robert Clouston, Esq., deceased. As the
Hudson's Bay Company is one of the oldest commercial fixtures
in Honolulu, dating back to 18 .. , it is but just that we should
welcome hither the new comer, hoping that he may secure in an
equal degree the same respect, good will and warm friendships
which were the due and the guerdon of his predecessor. 14"
November 26, 1859, appeared a notice of withdrawal of the
Hudson's Bay Company with commercial mention thereon in
the Polynesian, also an ad in both papers signed by James Bis-
sett, agent, for applications t6 purchase the stock, right and
interest in the pTemises and goodwill of the business, possession
of which could be given immediately. The announcement was
something of a surprise to the community, nOT was there a dis-
position to take advantage of the offer, for it took several months
to wind up their affairs.
-"Mr. Bissett, wife and child, left the islands for Yictoria per
bktn. Jenny Ford, August 25, 1860, regretted by a wide circle
of friends his business and their social qualities had ,yon them in
their brief stay. On the agency's closing the Polynesian pays
the following tribute:
"As a mercantile house, in all that constitutes the credit and
glory of a merchant, the Hudson's Bay Company's agency in
Honolulu stood in the foremost rank. It was for years a sort
of commercial moderator, a mercantile balance-wheel when
fluctnations seized on others. Their withdrawal from Honolulu
was understood to be owing to the fact that the discovery of
gold mines on Fraser River and consequent settlement gave
new employment for the capital of the Company nearer home."
13 Polynesian, September 20, 1858.
14 Polynesian, February 5, 1859.
The Story of the Trans~Pacific Cable
BY W. D. ALEXANDER, LL. D.
(Read at the Ammal Meeting, January 24, 1911.)
The seventh anniversary of the laying of the trans-Pacific tel-
egraphic cable has just passed. There lay behind it many years
of persevering labor, of tantalizing hopes, and heart-breaking
disappointments. For forty-five years after Oyrus Field had
laid the first Atlantic Oable, to use the words of a leader in the
enterprise; "The Pacific Ocean was as innocent of cables as
the pond of a country village."
The imperative need of telegraphic communication between
Hawaii and the :M:ainland had long been keenly felt, but until
the development of trade with the Orient, it was impossible to
interest capital in the enterprise.
This was not the fault of Hawaii, which has done even more
than its share to establish the cable. Its legislature passed four
distinct cable Acts, carrying subsidies, while numerous bills
were introduced at different times into both houses of Oongress,
and several companies were organized for the purpose, but all
in vain, until Mackay cut the Gordian knot by offering to build
the cable without any subsidy or exclusive privilege.
I propose to trace the history of these endeavors chronologi-
cally from the beginning. It has been very difficult, however,
to collect the necessary data.
LEGISLATION IN 1874.
The first step was taken by the Hawaiian Government in
August, 1874, when an Act was passed, authorizing the Minister
of the Interior to permit any incorporated company to lay lines
of telegraph, offering the free use of roads, facilities for termi-
nal stations and exemption from port charges and duties.
At the same time Mr. Oyrus W. Field, not satisfied with his
success in laying a telegraph cable across the Atlantic, longed
to complete the circuit of the globe. In August, 1871, he
had addressed a memorial to the Ozar, Alexander II, advo-
cating the laying of a trans-Pacific cable, and requesting the
aid of the Russian government for the enterprise. In the fol·
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lo"wing year he visited St. Petersburg in behalf of the project,
but failed to obtain any material aid from that quarter.
In 1875 he corresponded with the Hawaiian government, and
received a letter written March 9, 1875, by the Hon. W. L.
Green, assuring him of the friendly interest of the government,
and its willingness to grant him an exclusive right for twenty
years. It appears that Mr. J. T. Waterhouse was acting at that
time as Mr. Field's agent in London.
Oaptain Audley Ooote, an indefatigable promoter, residing
in Hobart, Tasmania, also wrote to the Hawaiian government
at this time, proposing to form a company to lay the cable,
without any exclusive privilege. He continued to carryon a
voluminous c0rrespondence on the subject till the end of the
century, without any result.
In 1874 the U. S. S. "Tuscarora," under the command of
Admiral Bell""llap, surveyed the route between Monterey and
Honolulu, which was fotmd to be well adapted for the purpose
of laying a cable.
THE MORENO OOMPANY.
On August 15, 1876, anAct was passed by Oongress, entitled
"An Act to Encourage the Promotion of Telegraphic Oommnni-
cation between America and Asia." By the terms of this Act a
franchise was granted to Oelso Oesar Moreno, Alvinza Hayward,
Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins and 21 others, to lay and oper-
ate a cable between the United States and the Asiatic Coast, the
laying of said cable to begin within three years. This appears to
have been a purely speculative enterprise, initiated by :M:oreno. A
number of the persons named in the Act had good-naturedly
allowed Moreno the use of their names, while several others
stated that their names had been used without their consent.
No subsidy or exclusive privilege was granted by this Act.
Moreno immediately endeavored to dispose of this franchise
to some cable company, but without success. It is a curious
fact that in spite of the many efforts afterwards made by power-
ful corporations to secure a legislative franchise, the above is
the only Act on the subject ever passed by Oongress.
Many of those present remember the part which "Moreno play-
ed here in 1880, and the bill which was introduced into the Ha-
waiian Legislature that year, (guaranteeing a bonus of a mil-
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lion dollars in gold, to- be paid to his Trans-Pacific Cable Com-
pany), and ,,-as defeated by the 'Wilder Ministry.
On :March 10, 1879, 11£1'. E. H. Allen, the Hawaiian Uin-
ister in Washington, addressed a letter to :Mr. Cyrus W. Field,
stating that the Hawaiian Government would be 'willing to
grant to him and hi associates the exclusive right to land and
operate a submarine telegraphic cable to the Islands, for a term
of 25 years.
Ur. Field replied that he would try to raise the capital re-
quired for the purpose in England, and that he would himself
subscribe $100,000.
THE Al:DLEY COOTE COKTRACT.
1111'. Audley Coote heard of this, and wrote to Hon. W. L.
Green, inquiring whether Mr. Field had acquired an exclusive
right to lay such a cable. He was informed that no exclusive
right had been granted, but that 1[1'. Cyrus W. Field was push-
ing his project of completing the telegraphic circuit of the
globe.
A protracted and voluminous correspondence then ensued
between Mr. Audley Coote and Mr. W. M. Gibson, Hawaiian
:Minister of Foreign Affairs. :Ur. Gibson repeatedly asked for
a definite offer with full information in loegard to the status
of Coote's associates, and their ability to carry out such an un-
dertaking. At length, on March 15, 1884, Mr. Coote replied
that a syndicate had been formed, consisting of gentlemen in
Melbourne, London and New York; that the cable would prob-
ably cost £3,000,000, but that this sum could not be subscribed
until negotiations should be completed with the several govern-
ments concerned, viz; the several Australian Colonies New
Caledonia, Fiji, Hawaii, the United States and Great Britain.
He said: "No information as to the status of my principals
wonld be any guide to you at present, as the ultimate principals
will be those who are to subscribe the three million ster:ling."
His offer at that time was 1st, To lay and operate a cable
between Australia and America for 21 years, with which Ha-
waii should be connected; 2nd, :Messages to be charged for in
proportion to mileage; 3rd, 'That the Hawaiian Government
grant an exClusive right to land and operate cables in any part
of the Kingdom.
Mr. Gibson replied on April 19, 1884, that the subject of
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cables would be brought before the coming Legislature, but that
"the probability of favorable consideration being given to your
propo:sals is much impaired by the absence of any information as
to the individuals for whom you purport to be acting, their
means, and commercial status."
At length, on June 10th, 1884, Mr. Coote wrote that he was
acting in behalf of a syndicate called "The Australian Cable
Syndicate," and gave the names of a number of gentlemen,
among whom Messrs Latimer Clarke, lI!(uirhead & Co. of the
Electric Manufacturing· Co., London, appeared to be the mov-
ing spirits. Their plan was stated to be .to obtain subsidies
from several governments, amounting to two million pounds,
which was the amount proposed to be expended on the cables.
Mr. Coote asked that the concession be granted to himself ab-
solutely on the following conditions, viz: (a.) that the construc-
tion of the cable be commenced in London 'within 18 months
from date of offer; (b) that one third of the cable be laid in
24 months and (c) that it should be completed within 30
months from date. That a subsidy of £13,000 per annum
be paid for 25 years, semi-annually in London. The rate for
messages to be one shilling and sixpence per word from Hono-
lulu to either San Francisco or Queensland, and for Govern-
ment messages half of the above. He also stipulated for per-
mission to transfer the concession to a company to be formed;
and for the company to sell the lines to the Australian govern-
ments.
The subject was brought before the next Legislature, ,vhich
passed an Act, August 29, 1884, supplementary to that of
1874, authorizing the Minister of the Interior to contract for
establishing and maintaining cable communication with San
Fl:ancisco, and to pay a subsidy of $20,000 a year for 15 years.
Mr. Coote was notified of this action, and advised to accept
$20,000 a year in lieu of $65,000.
During the same year Mr. Field was in Washington, push-
ing his project with tireless energy. He declared that when
the cable across the Pacific sliould have been laid, he should rest.
But capitalists could see no profit in the venture without large
Government subsidies, and Congress was not willing to engage
in the business.
:Meanwhile the plan of an "all-British cable," to connect
Australia, Canada and the Mother Country, had been mooted
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and the subject was agitated both in Oanada and Australia. It
was not a matter of mere sentiment, but had strong political
and military reasons in its favor. Since going into effect, it
has reduced the rates to the Oolonies one-half.
It was opposed, however, by a powerful monopoly, consisting
of the Eastern Extension Telegraph Oompany and its connec-
tions, controlled by Sir John Pender. This company had a
monopoly of the Australian and Oriental telegraph business, and
had powerful connections and influence, both in England and
in the Oolonies. It took twenty years to overcome this opposi-
tion and the natural obstacles in the way, before the "all-red"
cable was laid.
In 1886 Canada sent !1:r. Sanford Fleming and Sir John
Tupper as her agents to London, to negotiate with the Home
Government on the subject. In 1887 a Colonial Conference
was held in London at which resolutions were passed,. but no-
thing seems to have been done.
It may have been in view of intimations from that quarter
that the Act of 1884 was amended by the Hawaiian Legislature
on August 28, 1886, so as to read "between Honolulu and San
Francisco 01' any othe1' port or place on the North American
Oontinent, connecting with the American telegraph system."
This amendment was passed in the hope of obtaining assistance
from Oanada to lay the cable.
!i(r. Audley Coote continued to agitate the subject, and
visited Honolulu in 1887, where he was influential in procuring
the passage of an Act at the special session, on Dec. 16, 1887,
which authorized the Oabinet to enter into a contract with !rr.
Ooote, his associates and assigns, granting an exclusive fran-
chise for the first time, not however, to be good as against any
f01'eign government, and an annual subsidy of $20,000 for 15
years, for construction and laying of a cable between some point
on the North American Oontinent and some point in any of
the Hawaiian Islands, and also of a like cable between the Is-
lands.
uP1'ovided, that if the Minister of Finance shall at any
time after the 1st of August, 1889, require assumnce that such
cable shall be completed not later than August 1st, 1890, and if
the constructors fail to give assurances satisfactory to the Ha-
waiian Government, the exclusive right shall lapse upon notice
to that effect being given to said constructors."
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Government messages were to be free of charge up to the
amount of the subsidy, reckoned at half rates. It was further
stipulated that "such constructors shall never make or permit
any combination, pool or other agreement with any oth~r person
or company, who shall hereafter own or operate any cable
through or across the Indian or Pacific Oceans to or from the
Australian Colonies, or to or from the Hawaiian Kingdom, the
effect or purpose of which shall be to increase rates of tele-
graphy to or from the Hawaiian Islands."
The rates for messages between America and the Hawaiian
Islands were to be two-fifths, and those between the Islands
and Australia three-fifths of the whole. Within six months
after the completion of the trans-Pacific cable, the constructon
were to lay cables between the principal islands of this group.
Under the terms of this Act a contract was then made with Mr.
Audley Coote.
As Mr. Coote depended upon success in bringing about the
cooperation of the governments of Great Britain, Canada, Ha-
waii, New Caledonia and the five Australian colonies, it is no
wonder that he failed. On May 15, 1888, he asked that the
exclusive right he made absolute in his favor, which was refused.
On August 16, 1889, the Hawaiian Miuister of Finance asked
1I1:r. Coote for satisfactory assurances that the cable would be
laid from the American coast to the Islands by August 1, 1890.
As no reply was forthcoming, he was warned by the lIt[inister
of Finance, on lIhy 9th, 1890, that his exclusive rights might
be rendered void upon notice being given him to that effect by
the Hawaiian Government.
On July 4th, 1890, Mr. Audley Coote wrote that delegates
from Canada would arrive in the spring, when a Conference
would be held, and proposals submitted to the several parlia-
ments concerned, and that the cable would be laid on a guarantee
of 4 per cent of its cost. On August 1st, 1890, he wrote
again, begging for an extension of his exclusive right to another
term. In reply, the J\tIinister of Foreign Affairs informed him
that his exclusive right to lay the cable had lapsed by reason
of his failure to furnish satisfactory assurances that it would
be laid not later than August 1, 1890.
THE FIRST PACIFIC CABLE COMPANY.
The public-spirited citizens of Hawaii were now convinced
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that they must do something themselves to obtain the desired
boon, and a company was incorporated in 1889 under the name
of the Pacific Oable Oompany, the incorporators being W. G.
Irwin, H. P. Baldwin, H. F. Glade, P. O. Jones, H. A. Wide-
mann, Paul Isenberg, James Campbell, G. N. Wilcox, J. T.
Waterhouse, :M. P. Robinson, S. N. Castle, W. O. Smith, S. :M.
Damon, Cecil Brown and T. H. Hobron. The purpose of the
company was stated in its charter to be "the construction, laying
and maintenance of cables between Hawaii and Oalifornia, allfl
between Hawaii and the Empire of Japan." The capital stock
was placed at one million dollars, with the privilege of extension
to ten millions, and $750,000 worth of stock was subscribed
for.
The Hon. A. S. Hartwell was the leading spirit in the
formation of this company, and was elected its president. Es-
timates of the cost of a cable between Honolulu and San Fran-
cisco were procured from experts, who estimated it to be about
three million dollars. No exclusive right or subsidy was guar-
anteed to this company. An effort was then made to secure
subscriptions to the stock in San Francisco, but without suc-
cess. The excessive estimated cost, and the unresponsive atti-
tude of San Francisco threw a damper upon the enterprise,
and nothing was done at that time.
GENERAL HAI{TWELL'S COMPANY.
Gen Hartwell visited Washington in July 1890, and
laid the matter before the Department of State, which was
friendly to the enterprise. On his return he took it up indivi-
dually. Largely through his efforts, the Hawaiian Legislatnre
passed a new Act ovember 15, 1890, authorizing an exclusive
franchise, and an annual subsidy of $25,000 for 15 years.
Under this Act, the Government entered into a contract with
Gen. Hartwell, giving him the privileges authorized by said
Act, provided that he would furnish a satisfactory guarantee
by January 1, 1892, to furnish telegraphic communication with
the American Continent by January 1, 1894.
Armed with this contract he went to San Francisco, where
he organized a Oalifornia corporation consisting of :Messrs
William Alvord, S. T. Alexander, Charles R. Bishop, Alfred S.
Hartwell, Hugh Oraig and others. He then proceeded
to Washington, where Senator Mitchell of Oregon; at his in-
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stance, introduced a bill (S. 4947) into the Senate on January
27, 1891, granting the company a franchise and an annual
subsidy of $200,000 under the nanle of the "Pacific Oable Oom-
pany," "for the· purpose 'of constructing and operating sub-
marine cables from San Francisco to the Hawaiian Islands,
and thence to K ew Zealand and .rapan." The same bill was
introduced in the House by Mr. Morrow, of Oalifornia (H. R.
13372).
It was, however, so near the end of the session that the in-
corporation by special bill 'was abandoned, and the desired ob-
ject was sought to be attained by tacking a "rider" to the dip-
lomatic appropriation bill, appropriating the sum of $3,000,000
payable over a period of 15 years in sums of $200,000 annually,
to any company with which the President of the United States
should contract, for laying and maintaining a submarine cable
between California and the Ha'waiian Islands. General Hart-
well had offered to turn over his Hawaiian franchise to the
United States Government, if it would undertake to build the
cable.
This was the first of a long series of bills introduced into
Oongress upon the subject of a Pacific Oable. It was passed by
35 yeas to 22 nays in the Senate, and received strong support
in the House, but on being brought to a vote on the last day of
the session was defeated. General Hartwell's franchise was
afterwards extended by the Hawaiian Government to January
1, 1893. The stormy <;lays of the revolution then came on, and
nothing further was accomplished.
In 1891-2 the U. S. S. "Albatross" and "Thetis" were em-
ployed in surveying the route between San Francisco and Hono-
lulu. This survey resulted in the valuable report drawn up by
Oom. Richardson Glover, hydrographer of the Navy.
THE NECKER ISLAND AFFAIR.
In May 1857, the Hawaiian Government had sent an ex-
pedition under Oaptain John Paty, to take possession of the
islands and reefs to the north-west. It happened that no land-
ing could be made at that time on Necker Island, a rocky islet
about 400 miles N. W. of Kauai.
In :M:ay 1894 it became evident that this defect in the Ha-
waiian title to Necker Island had been discovered by the promo-
ters of the "all British Oable." A Canadian gentleman, connected
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with the Cable enterprise had made minnte and significant in-
quiries about that island on his -arrival in Honolulu. At the
same time it was observed that H. B. }.iL's cruiser "Champion,"
was in port, preparing to go to sea, ostensibly on a target prac-
tice cruise. In order to forestall any question about the owner-
ship of the island, the Cabinet decided to act at once. Accord-
ingly on the 25th of :May, 1894, the steamer "Iwalani" was
chartered, provisioned and despatched for the Island, on short
notice, under the command of Cap~ain J. A. King.
The Hawaiian flag was raised there on the 27th, and due
proclamation made that the island had been taken possession
of in the name of the Hawaiian Government.
A second Colonial Conference was held in Ottawa, Canada,
in June and July, 1894, at which strong resolutions were adopt-
ed in favor of laying a trans-Pacific cable, to be owned by the
Governments of Great Britain, Canada, and the Australian
Colonies. It was voted that one-third of the cost should be borne
by Great Britain, Canada and the Southern Colonies, each res-
pectively; that the cable should be landed only at points lmder
British control; that the Home Government should be requested
to take steps for securing exclusive possession of one of the Ha-
waiian Islands, and that the Canadian Government should call
for tenders on three different routes, viz: one via Necker rs-
land, one via Honolulu, and one via Fanning's Island. This
last route, which includes a span of 3,700 miles, was estimated
to cost $10,000,000.
:Meanwhile, on July 19; 1894, a new application was re-
ceived by the Hawaiian Government from :Mr. Audley Coote,
for an exclusive franchise for himself and other parties for lay-
ing cables.
In October 1894, a Commission, consisting of lIfr. W.
Hepworth :Mercer of the "British Colonial Office, and :Mr.
Sanford Fleming of Ottawa, accompanied by Captain
Hawes, the British Commissioner and Consul-General,
called upon the Hawaiian Cabinet, to discuss the sub-
ject of a trans-Pacific cable. They presented the resolution
passed. at the Ottawa Conference, which requested the British
Government "to take immediate steps to secure neutral landing
ground on one of the Hawaiian Islands, in order that the Cable
may remain permanently under British contro1." They stated
their instructions were not to ask for the cession of an island,
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but for the lease of an uninhabited island; that they would guar-
antee that the said island should be used only for' cable purposes,
and should not 'be fortified, so that Hawaiian sovereignty might
remain unimpaired, and that they proposed to connect Honolulu
with the main line; that they would give telegraphic communi-
cation both north and south, and that the rate. to the American
coast would be one shilling a word for private messages. They
also suggested a subsidy of £7,000 per annum.
In reply, they were shown Article IV. of the Reciprocity
Treaty, by which the Hawaiian Government had bound itself
not to make any cession of territory or any grant of special priv-
ileges to any other Power than the United States. There-
upon the Commissioners suggested that a lease could be made to
an individual, to be turned over by him to the Company or event-
ually to the British Government. This the Cabinet positively
declined to do, stating that they intended to act fully up to the
spi1"it as well as to the letter of the treaty.
At another meeting they were urged to sign an agreement
subject to the approval of the U. S. Government. They replied
that they considered themselves to be absolutely debarred by
the Treaty from making any such agreement, that they must be
able to go before the Washington Government untrammeled by
any agreement, and to say that they were not committed in any
manner. They were urged to give a written promise that if
the United States Government made no objection, they would
recommend to the Hawaiian Legislature such an agreement as
had been proposed. To this they replied that by so doing they
would virtually bind themselves before submitting the matter
to the United States. :Mr. Mercer claimed to have inside infor-
mation that the U. S. Admihistration would favor the scheme.
He said : "You made a great mistake in taking Necker Island."
All that the Cabinet consented to do was to receive the pro-
position of the Commissioners, and refer the whole matter to
the U. S. Government through Minister Willis. It is not
true that they requested the United States to sanction the pro-
posed "arrangement.
On receiving the correspondence, President Cleveland sent
a message to Congress recommending that the consent of the
United States be granted to the proposed lease, stating at the
outset, in so many words, that "the Hawaiian Government de-
sires to lease to Great Britain one of the uninhabited islands
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belonging to Hawaii, as a station for a submarine cable,"-that
Hawaii had "no suspicion of British unfriendliness or fear of
British aggression," also setting forth the "adVantages to be
gained by isolated Hawaii through telegraphic cOl11l11unication
with the rest of the world, especially in view of the fact that
our own communication with that country would be greatly im-
proved without apparent detriment to any legitimate American
interest." The proposal called forth much hostile comment
in both houses. It was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations in each house, but no action was taken, and it seems
to have "died in committee."
SEKATOI~ HALE'S EFFORT AND THE INTERNATIO~AL PACIFIC
CABLE COMPANY.
Shortly after the receipt by Congress of President Cleve-
land's message in regard to the cable, Senator Hale of Maine
submitted an amendment to the Diplomatic Appropriation bill,
providing that the President should immediately proceed to
contract for the entire expense of laying a cable from California
to Hawaii, and appropriating $500,000 for the first payments
thereon. This amendment was adopted in the Senate by a vote
of 36 to 25, but was rejected in the House by a vote of about
120 to 156. The disagreement was referred to a Conference
Committee of the two houses, which was unable to agree. Three
times they reported back their inability to agree, each time the
Senate insisting on its amendment, and the House rejecting it.
Finally, on the evening of March 3, 1895, the Senate withdrew
its amendment in order to save the Diplomatic Appropriation
bill. The sentiment against government ownership of railways,
telegraphs, &c., was and continued to be so·strong that for many
years no effort was made for the construction of a cable by the
U. S. Government.
Meanwhile Mr. Chas. W. Stone of Pennsylvania, introduced
into the House on February 11th, 1895, a bill ( o. 8838) to
incorporate the "International Pacific Cable Company," com-
posed for the m03t part, of the same persons who formed Gen.
Hartwell's "Pacific Cable Company."
This bill contained provisions similar to those in the bill in-
troduced into the Senate on January 27th, 1891, by Senator
Mitchell, with the important exception that no mention was
made in it of a subsidy.
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It was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. The
fact that no subsidy was asked for in this bill was used by the
opponents of a Government cable to defeat the other measure
pending at the same time in the Senate, and for this reason
many were induced to oppose it, who under other conditions
might have favored it. The result was that it was laid upon
the table at the hearing-held upon it by the Committee.
:Mr. Audley Coote applied again :M:ay 3, 1895, for an ex-
clusive franchise for four years, and a guarantee of interest for
20 years as agent of the "Compagnie francaise des cables tele-
graphiques." His application was denied.
THE SPALDING AND SCRYMSER EFFORTS.
Finally, after much discussion another Cable Act was passed
by the Hawaiian Legislature, on August 10, 1895, which re-
pealed all former Acts on the subject, and authorized the Pres-
ident of the Republic, with the consent of the Cabinet, to enter
into a contract with any person, corporation or government, for
the construction and maintenance of a cable connecting the is-
lands or connecting the Republic of Hawaii with the countries
bordering on the Pacific Ocean, with such financial or other
assistance as might seem just and advantageous to the interests
of the Republic.
Under this Act a franchise with a subsidy of $40,000 a year
was granted to Col. Z. S. Spalding, on August 12, 1895,
giving him an exclusive right for twenty years from November
J, 1895, to lay a telegraphic cable between San Francisco and
Honolulu, this grant, however, not to conflict with foreign gov-
ernments having treaties with Hawaii, on condition that con-
struction should begin before :May 1st, 1897, and telegraphic
communication by November 1, 1898, and that the Government
of the United States should join in this undertaking by granting
substantial assistance, also that a cable be laid and maintained
to connect Oahu with :Maui and Hawaii. That upon failure to
fulfil the above conditions the Hawaiian Government might
cancel the agreement by giving written notice 60 days in ad-
vance. This contract was approved by a Joint Resolution of
the Hawaiian Legislature, Aug. 13, 1895, ,
Upon receiving this concession, Col. Spalding proceeded
to England where he made preliminary arrangements for the
construction and maintenance 6f the cable with the Tele-
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graph and Construction Company, and for raIsmg the neces-
sary means.
He then formed a company which was incorporated as the
Pacific Cable Company of New Jersey, with a capital stock of
one million dollars, subscribed for by nine well known business
men, among whom were Messrs Abram S. Hewitt, D. O. Mills,
J as. J. Hill, Fred. D. Grant, Gen. G. W. Dodge, and Gen.
\Vager Swayne. The certificate of incorporation was filed in
the office of the Secretary of State December 13, 1895.
On January 3, 1896, Senator Hale of Maine, intro-
duced Senate Bill 1316, and a similar bill, No. 3449, was intro-
duced in the House of Representatives by Hon..W. Barham.
These bills provided for the payment annually to the Pacific
Cable Company of New Jersey of a sum equal to 4 per cent
of the actual cost of constructing and laying a cable to
Honolulu, less $40,000, (the Hawaiian subsidy), U. S. Govern-
ment messages to be free.
This was amended in the Committee of Foreign Relations,
and on :May 6, 1896, Senator Frye of Maine submitted Senate
bill No. 3068, which provided for an annual subsidy of $160,-
000, for twenty years, requiring the contractor to accept a trans-
fer of the concession granted by the Hawaiian Government to
Col. Spalding, and to comply with the terms thereof, also
requiring a deposit of $100,000 with the Postmaster-General.
The line from San Francisco to Honolulu to be in operation by
Jan. 1, 1899, and that to Japan by July 1, 1900. Government
messages to be free. .
Meanwhile a formidable competitor had appeared in the
field in the person of Mr. J. A. Scrymser, a wealthy cap-
italist of ew York. On :May 5, 1866, he had obtained {rom
Congress an exclusive right for 14 years to lay telegraph cables
to the Bahamas, Cuba and other West Indian Islands. The
companies of which he was the head, had afterwards extended
their lines to South America, and also laid a cable between
Brazil and Portugal. In 1870 he had proposed to a committee
of Congress to lay a cable across the Pacific Ocean for a subsidy
of $500,000 a year for 20 years.
After Col. Spalding's movements had become· well
known, another company was incorporated as the Pacific Cable
Company of New York, having a capital of $100,000, divided
into 1,000 shares, of which Mr. Baylies, an ally of Scrymser,
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held 994 shares, and six other gentlemen one share apiece. An
amendment to this charter was filed Feb. 21, 1896, increasing
the capital stock to ten millions, Messrs. J. A. Scrymser, J.
Pierpont Morgan, J. S. Bowdoin, of Morgan & Co., and Mr. J.
Kennedy, aNew York banker in close relations with lIi[organ,
appearing as new members.
In order to get around the exclusive right granted to Col.
Spalding by the Hawaiian Government, the Scrymser Com-
pany proposed to contract with the United States for the pur-
pose of laying a cable to Japan via the Hawaiian Islands, in-
cluding the right to land its cable at Pe_arl Harbor, relying on
a clause in the treaty which the Hawaiian Government had
made with the nited States in 1884, giving the latter the ex-
clusive right "to enter that harbor, and to establish and maintain
there a coaling and repair station for the use of vessels of the
United States, and to that end that the United States may im-
prove the entrance to said harbor, and do all other things needful
to the purpose aforesaid."
On December 18, 1895, Senator Carter of Montana
introduced Senate Bill 876, and Mr. McCormick introduced the
same in the House af' House Bill :N o. 2282, on the 20th. These
bills granted a subsidy of $25 a mile to the Scrymser Co. Later
on, Mr. Bennett of New York, on May 29, 1896, introduced
House Bill No. 9252, which took the place of the Carter and
McCormick bills. It provided for an annual subsidy of $100,-
000 for 20 years, on condition that the cable be laid to Pearl
Harbor by January 1,1898, and to Japan by July 1,1899.
The contest between the rival companies was very bitter
and protracted, the result being that neither of them .succeeded
in carrying any bill through Congress. Every proposition for
the combination of the rival interests was rejected by "NIl'.
Scrymser, who denounced the condition in the Hawaiian Con-
cession, requiring the building and maintenance of an inter-
island cable as "a foolish and impracticable proposition," and
denied the right of the Hawaiian Government to grant an ex-
clusive concession. His company maintained a large lobby,
and secured a considerable following, especially in the House
of Representatives. They issued a pamphlet, charging that
Col. Spalding and his associates were merely tools of Sir
John Pender, the head of the great Eastern Extension Company,
and that they intended to build only as far as to Honolulu, and
so prevent the establishment of a through line to Asia.
u-4:
To meet this objection, Col. Spalding made arrange-
ments with the Great Northern, a Danish company, ,vhich had
an exclusive right to lay cables between China and Japan, and
had an amended bill introduced into the House by Gen. Curtis
of New York, on December 11, 1896. This bill, CH. R. 9597,)
provided for the extension of the line to Japan, with a guarantee
of $100,000 to be deposited within five days from the passage
of the bill, the contract to be let to the lowest bidder, the sub-
sidy not, however, to exceed $160,000 a year. By the advice
of Hon. John VV. Foster, a clause was added, requesting the
President to invite the Government of Japan to co-operate in
the enterprise. This bill passed a second reading in the Senate.
On December 14, 1896, Hon. Eugene Loud of California
introduced another bill, H. R. 9608, prepared by the same
party, which provided for a subsidy of $60,000 per annum for
a line to the Hawaiian Islands, and for the conditional extension
of said line to Japan and Australia. Contractor to deposit
$500,000 in U. S. Bonds. The line to Honolulu to be completed
by Dec. 31, 1898.
On Nov. 12, and 14, 1896, the Hon. J. ,v. Foster appeared
before the Hawaiian Executive Council in behalf of Col. Spald-
ing's company, to petition for a new contract, which would
grant an exclusive right for twenty years from January 1, 1897,
to lay cables between the Hawaiian Islands and any other places
bordering on the Pacific Ocean. By the tenus of this proposed
contract the inter-island cable was to be laid within one year
after the ratification of this agreement by the Hawaiian Legis-
lature. Within two years after the same date a cable was to
be laid to the American coast, provided that the Government
of the United States should grant to the company an annual sub-
sidy of $60,000 for 20 years. Within five years after the same
date, a cable was to be laid to Japan, provided that the Govern-
ment of the United States should pay to the company a subsidy
of $100,000 per annum for 20 years, for this part of the line, and
further that surveys and soundings should show that the under-
taking is "commercially practicable." The company also of-
fered to lay a cable to Australia within five years, provided that
the governments interested agree within two years to pay a sub-
sidy of at least $200,000 for 20 years. The company also asked
an annual subsidy of $10,000 a :veal' for the inter-island cable,
and $30,000 a year for the Hawaiian-American cable for twenty
years from the date of the establishment of telegraphic c( mmuni-
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cation through said lines. The inter-island rate was to be ten
cents a word, the rate to San Francisco not to exceed 50 cents.
a word, and to Japan or Australasia not to exceed $1.00 a word.
Government messages to be free up to the amount of the sub-
sidy. As security, the Company offered to deposit $500,000
in Hawaiian Government 4 per cent Bonds.
The Executive Council refused to enter into such a contract
or to recommend it to the Legislature. There was a strong feel-
ing against tying np the Government by granting such a mono-
poly for twenty years. The payment of a subsidy of $40,000
a year for twenty years was also felt to be burdensome, especial-
ly when a rival company offered to construct the line without any
subsidy from Hawaii.
On :F~bruary 3, 1897, Gen. A. S. Hartwell, in be-
half of the Pacific Cable Company of New York, requested the
Hawaiian Government to grant to said company the right to
land and maintain a cable from a landing place at or near Ho-
nolulu to the western coast of the United States; also to grant
to said company exclusive rights for 25 years for laying cables
between th~ Hawaiian Islands "and all other territory border-
ing on the Pacific or Indian Oceans and adjacent waters, always
excepting the United States of America." Also to grant to said
company an annual sllbsidy of $40,000 for which the said com-
pany would undertake to e.stablish inter-island cable cOl1ununica-
tion, and also the Hawaiian-American cable within three years
from the date of the grant, provided that the company secured
the passage of a bill then pending in Congress, giving it $150,
000 a year for twenty years for the establishment of such a
cable. The company also offered to deposit $25,000 as security,
and to lay a cable to Japan within three years after the establish-
ment of the Hawaiian-American cable, provided that it should
obtain the necessary grants from that country and intermediate
islands.
By the terms of his contract Col. Spalding was bound
to begin construction before :May 1st, 1897. On :May 3rd, he
read to the Executive Council a letter from himself, dated
April 30, 1897, giving notice of the cancellation of the contract
between himself and the Hawaiian Government. This notice
was accepteCl, and the contract cancelled.
The contest between the two rival companies does not seem
to have ended, for we find that on January 5, 1898, :Mr. Tay-
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lor of Ohio, at the instance of Gen. Swayne, introduced
in the House, Bill ~o. 5499, which authorized the Postmaster-
General to let a contract to the lo'west 1'esponsible bidde1', for the
construction and maintenance of telegraphic communication be-
tween the United States, the Hawaiian Islands, and Japan.
On the 7th of January, 1898, Mr. Bennett of New York
introduced in the House, Bill No. 5989, which authorized the
Postmaster-General to contract directly with Scrymser's com-
pany for $175,000 a year, the line to Japan to be completed
within five years, provided fhat meanwhile surveys of the route
be made, which shall show that the line is feasible.
Again on :March 8, 1898, :Mr. Bennett introduced
House Bill No. 8961, to take the place of all former bills on
this subject. In this bill the amount of subsidy to be paid to
Scrymser's company was reduced to $100,000 a year. Bonds
were to be given to the amount of $250,000. The cable to the
Hawaiian Islands was to be completed by January 1, 1900, and
that to Japan by January 1, 1901.
On :March 11, 1898, the Pacific Cable Company of New
York, (the Scrymser-~lorganCompany) made a proposition to
the Executive Council of Hawaii, through Gen. A. S. Hart-
well, their attorney, that the Hawaiian Government should
enter into a contract with said company, under the Cable \.ct
of 1895, similar to the Spalding Contract, omitting the subsidy,
but conditioned on the Company's obtaining a concession from
the U. S. Government, and that the cable be laid under the aus-
pices of the United States. It was stated that the said company
did not ask for an exclusive franchise between the Hawaiian Is-
lands and the American coast, but that in view of the probable
extension of the line to .Tapan, they would ask for an exclusive
franchise between the Islands and that country. They also pro-
posed to lay an inter-island cable.
Accordingly, on June 21, 1898, the Cable Act of 1895 was
amended by adding an exclusive right to lay and operate lines
from the Hawaiian Islands to Japan, and any islands necessary
for stations north of the tenth degree of north latitude.
Under this Act, thus amended, a contract was entered into
between the Republic of Hawaii and the Pacific Cable Company
of New York on the 2nd of July, 1898, granting to said com-
pany .the right to lay and operate a telegraphic cable from the
Pacific Coast of the United States to Honolulu, and beyond the
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Hawaiian Islands to Japan, which right between the Hawaiian
Islands and Japan shall be an exclusive right for twenty years
from date. The Company on its part engaged within two years
from the approval of an Act by the Congress of the' United
States, authorizing it to construct and operate said cable, to lay
a telegraphic cable, capable of transmitting 15 words a minute
behYeen the Pacific Coast and Honolulu, and also to lay such a
cable to Japan within three years from the approval of an Act
by Congress authorizing the same. The maximwn rate fOl" pri-
vate messages to the United States was to be 35 cents a word,
and to Japan 90 cents a word. Bonds were to be deposited to
the amount of $25,000 as security. It was provided, however
that this contract should not take effect if within six months
from date the U. S. Department of State should express its dis-
approval thereof.
The reason given for an exclusive franchise between Hawaii
and Japan was that the Eastern Extension and Great :N orthern
companies had exclusive franchises for cabling in the Orient as
far as to Japan, extending over long terms of years. It was to
prevent these powerful monopolies from extending their lines
across the Pacific, and keeping up their oppressive rates.
The proviso requiring the approval of the U. S. Secretary
of State proved fatal to the success of this last enterprise, of
which so much had been hoped. The Hawaiian Commission, ap-
pointed by President McKinley to draft an Organic Act for
this Territory, did not look with favor on private monopolies,
and favored Govermnent ownership of the cable, as appears from
the report of their sub-committee on the subject. By the advice
of Senator :Morgan the contract was disapproved by Sec-
retary Hay on December 31, 1898, mainly on the ground that
since Hawaii had been annexed to the United States, it was best
that Congress should be in a position to deal with the whole
question, untrammeled by any previous engagements entered
into by the Republic of Hawaii, thus putting an end to the f3r-
reaching plans of Pierpont Morgan in regard to a system of
cables in the Pacific Ocean.
The U. S. Steamer, "Nero," under Admiral Brad-
ford, surveyed the route between Hawaii and Manila in 1899.,
and proved that the route via Guam was practicable, lying, as it
does, outside of the "Nero abyss," six miles deep, which was
found between that island and Japan. On April 3, 1899, the
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contract with the Pacific Cable Company of N ew York was
cancelled and the deposit of $25,000 of Government Bonds re-
turned.
On October 13, 1898, Mr. Audley Coote wrote to the Ha-
waiian Government, suggesting that some substantial recogni-
tion of his labors for a trans-Pacific cable was due to him. To
this the Minister of Foreign Relations replied, acknowledging
his long and arduous' efforts for the cause, but "doubted the
propriety of soliciting at the present time the notice of the U. S.
Government to your labors in the past with a view to compen-
sating your outlay."
In the mean time the war with Spain had taken place, fol-
lowed by the annexation of the Philippines, and the raising of
the American flag in Honolulu on August 12, 1898. Both the
political and commercial interests of the United States in the
Pacific demanded an "all American" cable.
President McKinley at the close of the Spanish War, in his
message to Congreas, February 10, 1899, called its attention to
the necessity of such a cable.
Again, in President Roosevelt's first message to Congreas,
Dec. 3, ;1901, he said: "I call your attention most earnestly
to the crying need of a cable to Hawaii and the Philippines, to
be continued from the Philippines to points in Asia. We should
not defer a day longer than necessary the construction of such a
cable. It is demanded not merely for commercial, but also for
political and military considerations.
Either the Congress should immediately provide for the
construction of a Government cable, or else an arrangemen.t
should be made by which like advantages to those accruing from
a Government cable shall be secured to the Government by con-
tract with a private cable company."
FRUITLESS EFFORTS TO SECURE LEGISLATION IN COl'GRESS.
That Congress was 110t indifferent to the appeals of both
President McKinley and President Roosevelt, is shown by the
fact that between January 7, 1899 and December 2, 1901, no
fewer than eighteen bills on the subject were introduced into
the Senate and the House, all relating to the construction of a
cable across the Pacific.
Bills were repeatedly passed in one house, only to fail in
the other. One party was in favor of Government ownership:
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and another in favor of subsidizing a private company. Of
the former class of bills, some would place the cable under the
control of the Postmaster-General, and others under a Oommis-
sion to be appointed by the President. Two of these last favor-
ed the great circle route from 'vVashington State via Alaska to
Japan. Repeated efforts were also made to revive and extend
the :Moreno Act of 1876.
THE SUCCESSFUL OOMPANY.
Mr. J olm "ifiT. Mackay, the "Bonanza King," had formed the
Oommercial Oable Oompany, and employed his fortune in con-
junction with James Gordon Bennett, in laying an independent
American cable across the Atlantic in 1884, the result being that
rates were reduced from 50 to 25 cents a word. He then formed
the Postal Telegraph Oompany in connection with it, which
proved to be a success. After the failure of the Scrymser Oom-
pany, three years elapsed without anything being accomplished
for a trans-Pacific cable, when ]\1:1'. Mackay entered the lists,
with his proposal t.o build the cable without any Government
subsidy.
To quote froJ? an article written at the time: "He was
ready to go ahead, and without waiting unduly upon Oongress,
did go ahead. It is surprising to recall the hostile uproar that
followed. One would have imagined from the appeals of Oon-
gressman OO~'liss of Michigan that something was being done to
injure American prestige. For a while after the cable had been
manufactured, and was on its long journey from Portsmouth
to Honolulu, the Eastern papers were filled with threats as to
what would be done if John W. Mackay should attempt to vio-
late the sacred soil of his own country by landing the shore end
of a cable, which would link it more closely to its possessions
beyond the sea. But against all odds the cable won its ~way."
As Hon. Alfred S. Hartwell has stated: "In the winter
of 1901-2, after fruitless efforts by the OommeTcial Oable Oom-
pany to obtain an enabling Act from Oongress for its cable, it
sought authority from the Executive departments of the Govern-
ment, none of which, appeared to feel that they could authorize
the landing of the cable in Hawaii."
President Roosevelt took the view that his predecessor in
office had taken, viz; that the Executive branch of the Govern-
ment had no authority either to gTant or to refuse permission
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for laying the cable, leaving the question for Congress to deter-
mIne.
On August 22, 1901, :Mr. John W. :Mackay sent a commlU1i-
cation to the Secretary of State, Hon. John Hay, offering to
lay a cable from California to the Philippine Islands by way
of the Hawaiian Islands, without any subsidy or exclusive
privilege, and to have it completed by September 1902, "unless
prevented by force majeure." Yet in the next Congress after
this offer had been made, no less than seven bills were intro-
duced on this subject, five of which provided for laying a Gov-
ernment cable.
The State Department advised Mr. :Mackay that a corpora-
tion should be formed for the purpose, whereupon he organized
the Commercial Pacific Cable Company. In view of the fact
that the cable was not to be laid to a foreign country, but would
connect different points in the United States, the Company pro-
ceeded under the postal telegraph act of July 24th, 1866, and
filed with the Postmaster-General their written acceptance of
the restrictions and obligations required by that act. This act
gives the right to any telegraph company organized under the
laws of any state, and complying with its conditions, to con-
struct and operate lines of telegraph through the domain of the
United States, and over, under or across the navigable st1'eams
01' waters of the United States.
The conditions are that the lines shall not obstruct naviga-
tion or interfere with travel, that Government messages shall
have priority over all other business, and be sent at rates to be
annually fixed by the Postmaster-General, and that the nited
States may at any time purchase the lines at an appraised value.
The company also bound itself not to charge over 35 cents per
word for the transmission of messages between San Francisco
and Honolulu, or to charge over $1.00 per word for messages
to Manila or China. Also never to accept any exclusive priv-
ileges from any foreign government, or to consolidate 01' amal-
gate with any othcr line for the purpose of regulating rates,
except to make through connections.
Yet, as has been stated, the company met with bitter oppo-
sition both in and outside of Congress. :1£1'. Scrymser appeared
before Committees of Congress and argued that a Government
Pacific Cable was a military necessity. :Mr. Corliss, who had
labored for years in behalf of a Government cable, bitterly at-
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tacked the Mackay Company, charging it with being in league
with the Eastern Extension Cable Company, which held exclu-
sive rights in China and the Philippines, and denying that the
general postal telegraph act of 1866 covered this case.
On the other hand, the New York Chamber of Commerce
and numerous firms and associations interested in commerce
with the Orient, sent petitions to the ·President in favor of giv-
ing the :M:ackay Company a clear field, and deprecating the lay-
ing of a competing Government Cable.
Meanwhile the manufacture of the Mackay Cable went on
without interruption, and the cable ship, "Silverton," left Port-
land, England, on September 23, 1902, with 2413 nautical miles
of cable on board, touching on her way at Teneriffe and Coronel,
Chile, and arrived at San Francisco, December 4th, 1902.
She laid the shore end of the cable at Point Lobos, and left
for Honolulu on the morning of December 15th. She arrived
off the Islands on Christmas Day in a heavy gale, which some-
what retarded operations. The shore end of the cable was laid
first, and spliced to the deep sea end off :Makapuu Point on the
evening of January 1st, 1903. That same night the first mes-
sage was sent by Secretary Henry E. Cooper to Presi-
dent Roosevelt, to which a reply was received in 15 min-
Htes. :Many of those present remember the celebration which
took place the next day, and was worthy of the occasion. In
time to come it will be ranked with the Treaty of Reciprocity
and with Annexation as one of the most important events in
the history of these Islands.
It is worthy of mention that the "all British Pacific cable,"
from Vancouver Island to New Zealand and Queensland, was
opened for business on January 1st, 1903, one day ahead of
the "all American Pacific cable." In conclusion, the writer
would gratefully acknowledge his obligations to ~J[r. Geo. ~J[cK.
McClellan, to Hon. L. A. Thurston, and to Mr. R. C. Lydecker,
Librarian of Public Archives, for their valuable assistance in
collecting the materials for this paper.
W. D. ALEXANDER.
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SUPPLEMENT
A LIST OF BILLS INTRODUCED INTO CONGRESS
IN REGARD TO A PACIFIC CABLE.
Aug. 15, 1876. An Act to encourage the promotion of Telegra-
phic Communication between America and Asia, which
granted a franchise to Celso Cesar :Moreno and 24 others
to lay a cable to the Asiatic coast within twenty years. :N 0
subsidy or exclusive privilege was granted by this Act.
Jan. 27, 1891. 51st Congress. Senate Bill 4947, introduced
by Senator :Mitchell of Oregon, granting the "Pacific Cable
Company," organized by Gen. A. S. Hartwell, a franchise
and an annual subsidy of $200,000.
Same Date. H. R. 13372, introduced 'by Representative :Mor-
row of California, identical with the above. Both bills
abandoned. li. "Rider" was then tacked to the diplomatic
appropriation bill, appropriating $3,000,000, payable dur-
ing a period of 15 years, in sums of $200,000 annually, to
any company with which the President should contract, for
laying and maintaining a cable between California and the
Hawaiian Islands. Passed the Senate, but was defeated
in the Honse.
1895. 53d Congress, 3d Session. Senator Hale of :Maine sub-
mitted an amendment to the diplomatic appropriation bill,
providing that the President should immediately proceed to
contract for the construction of a cable between the United
States and the Hawaiian Islands, and appropriating $500,-
000 for the first payment thereon. Passed the Senate, but
was rejected in the House.
Feb. 11, 1895. H. R. 8838 was introduced in the House by
Charles 'V. Stone of Pennsylvania, to incorporate the "In-
ternational Cable Compahy," similar to S. 4947, introduced
Jan. 27, 1891, except that it made no mention of a subsidy.
Laid upon the table in Committee.
54TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION. SENATE BILLS.
Dec. 16, 1895. S. 876, introduced by Senator Carter of Mon-
tana, granting a subsidy of $25.00 a mile to the Scrymser
Company of New York, for a line to Japan via Hawai.l,
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for 20 years. Government messages to be free. Reported
back from Committee adversely.
Jan. 3, 1896. S. 1316, introduced by Senator Hale of .MH~ne,
granting an annual subsidy to the Spalding Company of
New Jersey, equal to 4 per cent. of the actual CO:it of lay-
ing a cable to Honolulu, less $40,000. Governm,-'m JIles-
sages to be free. Reported adversely.
:May 1, 1896. S. 3010, introduced by Senator Elkins of West
Virginia, provided that no new cable line in future :houl::l
be permitted to land in the United States if it be protected
in any foreign cOlmtry by exclusive landing rights or allY
other special privileges, until the consent of Congress
should have been given. Reported back with amendments
on lI1:ay 29, 1896.
lI1:ay 6, 1896. S. 3068, introduced by Senator Frye, to take
the place of S. 13i6, providing for an annual subsidy of
$160,000 for 20 years, but requiring the contractor to ac-
cept a transfer of the concession granted by the Hawaiian
Government to Col. Z. S. Spalding, and to comply with
the terms thereof, also requiring a deposit of $100,000
-with the Postmaster-General. Construction to be by con-
tract with the United States through the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, and the lowest bidder therefor, and to continue to be
under his supervision. Read twice in the Senate.
:May 9, 1896. S. 3110, introduced by Senator Wilson, auth-
orizing lIfichael Fahy of New Haven, Conn., and his as-
sociates, called the Occidental, Oriental and Oceanic Com-
pany, to lay a cable from the state of Washington to Sitka
or Juneau, to Kodiak Island, to Unalaska, to the Aleutian
group, and thence to connect with the telegraphic systems
of Siberia and .Tapan. Also a line from California to
Hawaii. The U. S. Government to guarantee for 20 years
the payment of 5 per cent. on the bonds of the company
up to $1,000 per mile. The line to be in operation within
three years. -
:May 13, 1896. S. 3146, introduced by Senator Gray, to revive,
amend and extend the Act of Aug. 15, 1876, in favor of
:Moreno and his associates, provided that they begin to lay
the cables to the Asiatic coast within three years, and sub-
ject to certain conditions. No subsidy or exclusive right
was to be granted by this act.
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54TH COKGRESS, 1ST SESSION. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Dec. 20, 1895. H. R. 2282, introduced by Mr. McOormick,
a duplicate of S. 876, in the interest of the Scrymser Oom-
pany.
Jan. 8, 1896. H. R. 3449, introduced by Mr. Barham, a du-
plicate of S. 1316, in the interest of the Spalding Oom-
pany.
April 22, 1896. H.~. 8412, introduced by Mr. Patterson, a
duplicate of S. 3146.
April 29, 1896. H. R. 8560, introduced by .Mr. Wellington,
similar to S. 3010. The committee on Commerce reported
H. R. 9149 as a substitute.
May 6, 1896. H. R. 8732, introduced by Mr. Sperry, a dupli-
cate of S. 3110.
June 6, 1896. H. R. 9149, introduced by the Oommittee on
Oommerce as a substitute for H. R. 8560. Adds the pro-
viso that this prohibition should not apply to the renewal
of any subma-riI!'e cable then in operation.
May 2D, 1896. H. R. 9252, introduced by Mr. Bennett; as a
substitute for H. R. 2282 and S. 876. It provided for an
annual subsidy of $100,000 for 20 years to the Scrymser
Oompany, on condition that the cable should be laid to
Pearl Harbor by Jan. 1, 1898, and to Japan by July 1,
1899.
54TH OONGRESS, 2ND SESSION. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Dec. 11, 1896. H. R. 9597, introduced by Mr. Curtis of New
York, a duplicate of S. 3068, in the interest of the
Spalding Oompany, and providing for the extension of
the line to Japan.
Dec. 14, 1896. H. R. 9608, introduced by Mr. Loud of Oali-
fornia, providing for a subsidy of $60,000 a year for a
cable to Honolulu, and for the conditional extension of the
line to Japan and Australia: The line to Honolulu to be
completed before Dec. 31, 1898. The- contractor to de-
posit U. S. bonds to the amount of $500,000 as a guaran-
tee. This was also in the interest of the Spalding Oom-
pany.
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55TH COl'WRESS, 1ST SESSION. (.SPECIAL). SENATE BILLS.
March 16, 1897. S. 93, introduced by Senator Chandler for
Senator Hale, and referred to the Committee on Commerce.
Similar to H. R. 9608, 54th Congress, in the interest of
the Spalding Company, providing for a subsidy of $60,-
000 a year for 20 years, for a cable to Honolulu, and for
the conditional extension of the line to Japan and Austra-
lia, &c.
March 16, 1897. S. 113, introduced by Senator Lodge, and
referred to the Committee on Commerce. Similar to H.
R. 9252, 54th Congress, in the interest of the Scrymser
Company.
:March 18, 1897. S. 627, introduced by Senator Frye, and
referred to the Committee of Foreign Relations. Similar
in most respects to S. 3068, in the interest of the Spalding
Company.
March 18, 1897. S. 754, introduced by Senator Gray, and re-
fen'ed to the Committee on Foreign Relations. Duplicate
of S. 3146, 54th Congress. To revive the Act of 1876.
April 6, 1897. S. 1591, introduced by Senator Nelson for Sen-
ator Davis. Based on the preceding.
55TH CONGRESS, 2i'\D SESSION. SENATE BILLS.
Jan. 7, 1898. S. 3057, introduced by Senator Lodge, and re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. In the
interest of the Scrymser Company. Similar to S. 113,
but substituted $125,000 subsidy for $160,000. Amend-
ment proposed by :Mr. :McBryde to substitute the word
"Astoria" for San Francisco.
55TH CONGRESS, 3D SESSION. SENATE BILLS.
Jan. 7, 1899. S. 5131, introduced by Senator Lodge. In the
interest of the Scrymser Company. Similar to S. 3057,
55th Congress, 2nd Session. Annual subsidy proposed
$125,000. Postmaster-General authorized to agree for
the payment by the United States of $25,000 a year (ad-
ditional?) for 20 years, for messages between San Francis-
co and Japan. Rate for private messages to Honolulu
35 cents a word, to Japan $1.00.
Jan. 14, 1899. S. 5227, introduced by Senator Butler, for a
Government cable, to be constructed and operated by the
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Post Office Department, from San Francisco to Honolulu,
thence to .Manila via Guam, and thence to Hongkong.
Rates as above.
55TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION (SPECIAL). HOUSE BILLS.
March 19, 1897. H. R. 1593, introduced by :Mr. Loud. Du-
plicate of S. 93.
March 20, 1897. H. R. 1659, introduced by .Mr. Bennett, in
the interest of the Scrymser Oompany. Similar to H. R.
9252, 54th Congress.
March 30, 1897. H. R. 2523, introduced by }\i[r. .McEwan.
Duplicate of S. 754, to revive the Act of Aug. 15, 1876.
55TH OONGRESS, 2ND SESSION. HOUSE BILLS.
Jan. 5, 1898. H. R. 5499, introduced by .M. Taylor of Ohio,
at the instance of the Spalding party, for a Government
cable, authorizing the Postmaster-General to let a con-
tract to the lowest bidder for the construction of cables be-
tween the United States, the Hawaiian Islands and Japan.
Jan. 7. 1898. H. R. 5989, introduced by }\i[r. Bennett, which
authorized the Postmaster-General to contract with the
Scrymser Oompany for $175,000 a year, the line to Japan
to be completed in five years, provided that surveys of
the route should show that it was practicable.
.March 8, 1898. H. R. 8961, introduced by Mr. Bennett, to
take the place of all former bills on the subject.. The sub-
sidy to be paid to the Scrymser Company was reduced to
$100,000 a year. Bonds were to be deposited to the amount
of $250,000. The cable to be completed to Honolulu by
Jan. 1, 1900, and to .Japan by Jan. 1, 1901. Rates to
be as in S. 5131, Jan. 7th, 1899.
55TH OONGRESS, 3D SESSION. HOUSE BILLS.
Dec. 20, 1898. H. R. 11310, introduced by Mr. Corliss, author-
ized the President to construct and maintain telegraphic
cables to Hawaii, and thence to the Philippines and such
other points as he shall deem necessary. The cable when
completed, to be under the management of the Postmaster-
General. Rates as above. Profits, if any, to be paid into
the U. S. Treasury.
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56TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION. SEXATE BILLS.
Dec. 6, 1899. S. 2, introduced by Senator Hale, to provide
for the construction and maintenance of a Government
Pacific Oable, to be under the management of the Navy
Department. Reported to the Oommittee on Naval Affairs.
Reported back with amendments. Passed the Senate on
April 11, 1900. Went to the House, where the majority
of the Oommittee on Oommerce reported H. R. 2980, as a
substitute for it, on A.pril 23, 1900.. The minority of the
Oommittee reported in favor of Government ownership,
and introduced H. R. 6766.
Dec. 13, 1899. S. 1497, introduced by Senator Lodge. Dupli-
cate of S. 5131, 55th Oongress, 3d Session.
Dec. 19, 1899. S. 1625, introduced by Senator Butler. Same
as S. 5227, 55th Oongress, 3d Session, for a cable to be
constructed and operated by the Post Office Department.
Dec. 20, 1899. S. 1928, introduced by Senator Mc:WIillan, for
a Government cable to be constructed by a Pacific Oable
Oommission, consisting of the Postmaster-General, the
Ohief Signal Officer of the Army, and three others, to be
appointed by the President. Oontract to be given to the
lowest bidder, the cable to be of American manufacture,
and laid by American ships. Rates as before. President
authorized to utilize the personnel and resources of the
Army and :N avy. The bill appropriated $8,000,000.
Jan. 22, 1900. S. 2604, introduced by Senator Davis. Du-
plicate of S. 754, 55th Oongress, 1st Session, to revive and
extend the Act of Aug. 15, 1876.
Feb. 12, IDOO. S. 3140, introduced by Senator Foster. Simi-
lar to S. 1928, but provided for a cable from Washington
state to the Philippines via Alaska, and also a· separate
cable from San Francisco to Honolulu. It appropriated
$6,000,000.
56TH OONGRESS, 1ST SESSION. HouSE BILLS.
Dec. 5, 1899. H. R. 930, introduced by Mr. Oorliss. Similar
to S. 1928, of this session. President authorized to nego-
tiate with Ohina and Japan.
Dec. 6, 1899. H. R. 106D, introdnced by Mr. Sulloway. Same
as S. 2604 of this session.
Dec. 8, 1899. H. R. 2980, introduced by Mr. Sherman, from
the majority of the Oommittee on Oommerce. The Post-
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master-General to advertise for bids from a responsible
American corporation for a cable to the Philippines via
Honolulu and Guam, with a branch to Japan. Subsidy
not to exc€ed $30,000 a year for 20 years. Deposit re-
quired to the amount of $200,000 in U. S. Bonds with the
Postmaster-General. Rates as in former bills. The cable
to Honolulu to be laid by Jan. 1, 1902, and to Manila and
Japan by July 1, 1903.
Dec. 11, 1899. H. R. 3330, introduced by Mr. Jones of Wash-
ington. Similar to S. 1928, of this session. It provided
that a cable should be constructed and operated by the U.
S. Government from the Pacific Ooast to :M:anila by a route
to 00 determined by the Pacific Oable Oommission, to con-
sist as in S. 1928. Provided, that none of the Oommission-
ers first appointed shall be from Oalifornia, Oregon 01'
vVashington. The construction and operation of said line
to be under the control of the Pacific Cable Commission.
All contracts to be awarded to the lowest responsible bid-
der. Provided, that if it is found that a cable of American
manufacture cannot be laid between the Pacific Ooast and
Honolulu within twelve months, the Commissioners may
supplement such deficiencies in foreign markets. Rates
as above. The bill appropriated $500,000 for the work,
and authorized $8,000,000 for the total expenditures.
Jan. 18, 1900. H. R. 6766, introduced by Mr. Oorliss, from
the minority of the Oommittee on Oommerce, as a sub-
stitute for H. R. 2980. Provided for a Government cable,
to be constructed and controlled by a Oommission, consist-
ing of the Postmaster-General, the Secretary of War, and
the Secretary of the Navy. The President was authorized
to utilize the personnel and resources of the Army and
Navy, and to employ other experts as may be deemed ne-
cessary. The cables to be of American manufacture, and
laid by ships under the American flag; provided, that if
it is found that a cable of American manufacture cannot
be laid between San Francisco and Honolulu within fifteen
months after the award, said cable may be secured from
foreign markets. Rates as above. Net proceeds above expen-
ses to be paid into the U. S. Treasury. The bill appro-
priated $500,000' down, and authorized contracts not to
exceed $10,000,000 for carrying out the provisions of the
Act. The President was authorized to enter into nego-
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tiations with Japan and Ohina in regard to cable connec-
tions between Luzon and Formosa, and betweeen Luzon
and some Ohinese port.
Feb. 9, 1900. II. R. 8303, introduced by :Mr. Barham, pro-
vided for bids by a private company. The bidder to de-
posit $200,000 in U. S. Bonds. The cable to be laid to
the Hawaiian Islands by Jan. 1st, 1903, and to :Manila
and Japan by July 1, 1904. Government messages to be
free. Similar to H. R. 2980, 5Gth Oongress.
57TH OOKGRESS, 1ST SESSION. SE ATE BILLS.
S. G1, introduced by Senator Hale, identical with S. 2, 56th
Oongress, ] st Session, providing for a Government Cable.
Laid upon the table in Oommittee
S. 62, which was also introduced by Senator Hale, based upon the
postal telegraph Act of July 24, 1866, the provisions of
which are incorporated in the Revised Statutes of the
United States, Section 5263. This was also laid upon the
table as unnecessary.
The Act referred to provides that "Any telegraph company
organized under the laws of any State, shall have the right to
construct, maintain and operate lines of telegraph through and
over any portion of the public domain of the United States,
over and above any of the military or post roads of the United
States, which have been or may hereafter be declared to be such
by law, and ove1', under 01' across the navigable st1'eams 01' waters
of the United States.
Provided that before any telegraph company shall exercise
any of the powers 01' privileges conferred by this Act, such com-
pany shall file their written acceptance with the Postmaster-
General of the restrictions and obligations required by this Act.
That telegraphic communications between the several depart-
ments of the Government of the United States and their officers
and agents shall, in their transmission over the lines of any of
said companies, have priority over all other business, and shall
be sent at rates to be annually fixed by the Postmaster-General.
That the United States may at any time after the expiration
of five years from the date of the passage of this Act, for postal,
military or other purposes, purchase all the telegraph lines,
property and effects of any or all of said companies, at an ap-
praised value, to be ascertain d by five competent, disinterested
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persons, two of whom shall be selected by the Postmaster-Gen-
eral of the United States, two by the company interested, and
one by the four so previously selected.
It is further provided that the lines of such company shall
not be constructed or maintained so as to obstruct the na~igation
of any waters of the l nited States, or interfere with the or-
dinary travel on military or post roads.
57TH OONGRESS, 1ST SESSION. SENATE BILL.
Dec. 4, 1901. S. 491, introduced by Senator Perkins, and re-
ferred to the Oommittee on :N aval Affairs. To authorize
the construction and maintenance of telegraphic cables be-
tween the United States, the Hawaiian Islands, Guam and
the Philippines, etc. See the following H. R. 5.
57TH OOKGRESS, 1ST SESSION. HOt.:SE BILLS.
Dec. 2, 1901. H. R. 5, introduced by Mr. Oorliss, and referred
to the Oommittee on Oommerce. Same as S. 491 of Dec.
4, 1901. Provided for a cable to be operated by the Gov-
ernment, through a Commission, consisting of the Post-
master-General, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of
the Navy. The rate between San Francisco and Honolulu
not to exceed 25 cents a word, to :M:anila 50 cents a word.
The appropriation not to exceed $10,000,000. Reported
back with amendments. Debated and enacting dlause
stricken out.
Dec. 2, 1901. H. R. 158, introduced by Mr. Jones of Wash-
ington state. Similar to S. 3140, 56th Oongress, 1st Ses-
sion. The appropriation not to exceed $2,000,000 for a
cable to the Hawaiian Islands. The cables when completed,
to be under the control of the Postmaster-General. The
President to negotiate with Japan and Ohina. The cable
to be laid from the coast of Washington state, via Alaska
and Dutch Harbor. The route to be settled upon by the
Pacific Oable Oompany.
Dec. 2, 1901, H. R. 168, provided for a Government Oable.
Dec. 2, 1901. H. R. 272, introduced by fl'. Sherman. Based
on S. 3068, 54th Oongress, May 6, 1896. A.n American
Oable Oompany to construct and lay the cable. Abandoned.
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